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LETTER FROM DR. MASON. 
War Spirit Roused. 

Toungoo, June 10, 1862.—War, horrid 
war is in the midst of us. It has come 
down upon us like a peal of thunder ina 
clear sky. Everything looked prosperous. 
I had just been surveying the field, and 
saw nothing but reason for thankfulness 
in every part. All our plans were in 
successful operation. Now, the whole 
mission is covered with clouds. Two of 
our Christian villages have been burned ; 
two or three persons are known to have 
been killed; more than twenty women 
and children carried off to death or slay- 
ery; the inhabitants of many other vil- 
lages, driven from their houses to take 
refuge in the dells and clefts of the rocks, 
for fear of the enemy; the able bodied 
men of many more, called away from 
their homes and their cultivation, to de- 
fend the country ; and all, necessitated to 
contribute to the support of those that go 
to the war, as government allows them 
no pay. Schools are broken up, the sup- 
port for the teachers given to support the 
war by necessity, congregations scattered 
to the four winds, villages desolate, a 
strong feeling of dissatisfaction with the 
English government created, and an un- 
told amount of wretchedness brought 
upon us with the suddenness of a devas- 
tating whirlwind, or a destructive cy- 
clone. 


And the end is not yet. At our last 
dates, two hundred Christian Karens, 
under the two Karen magistrates and the 
chief of the Karen police, were encamped 
in front of a much larger camp of Eastern 
Ked Kafens, a dozen miles west of the 
Salwen, in ‘about the latitude of Toungoo. 
I dread to hear the next news. I feel 
nervous whenever I see a Karen coming 
into the gate, lest he should be the bearer 
of tales of bloodshed and misery. 

Narrative of the Causes. 

The facts are these. In the forks of 
the Salwen and Pounglong creeks, the 
dividing line of the British territory and 
Karenee, lives a powerful Bghai or Manu- 
manau chief, called Po-khay. He has 
several small villages of his own tribe 
under his rule, and a number of Sgau 
villages, south of his little district, have 
been compelled to purchase peace by re- 
sponding to his demands for money from 
time to time. On the east side of the 
Salwen, also, within the Siamese territory, 
are a few Sgau villages that are his trib-. 
utaries. His wife was a grand-daughter: 
of the Sau-bwa of Eastern Karenee, and. 
this drew him in close affinity with the: 
Red Karens. There were a few Christian, 
villages among the Sgaus referred to: 
above; but he never made demands on. 
them, as he considered them connected: 
with the English government. 

The teak timber merchants and wood-.- 
cutters have frequently been plundered in. 
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his neighborhood, and it was well under- 
stood by the Karens that he and his peo- 
ple were often engaged, either as princi- 
pals or accessories, in the work, and 
shared the plunder. When the robberies 
and murders were committed by other 
people, it is believed that his connivance 
was purchased by a share of the spoils 
being awarded him. 

In January last, two European timber 
merchants, Dr. Harper and his brother, 
passed through Pokhay’s country with 
more than seven thousand rupees and two 
elephants to Karenee, designing to buy 
timber. They failed, however, to make 
any purchases, and returned with their 
property through Pokhay’s district, near 
the southern boundary of which they were 
attacked by a large band of dacoits, who 
endeavored to kill them. Being overpow- 
ered by numbers, they fled for their lives, 
and escaped while the robbers were plun- 
dering their goods; but not without re- 
ceiving several spear wounds. 

The report was circulated that both 
were killed, and the government agent in 
Western Karenee, with our Karen assist- 
ants there, went down to see Pokhay, and 
inquire into the matter, as the dacoity 
had occurred in his neighborhood. He 
told them that the two Europeans had 
been robbed and murdered by a Shan 
whom they had dismissed from their ser- 
vice, and who had gathered together a 
band of his own countrymen to his aid. 
‘The property of the so-called murdered 
men seen in his house, he said had been 

-Gommitted to his charge in part by the 
‘men themselves, while a part had been 
picked up on the road. The Karens 
wished to go to the scene of the dacoity ; 
but to this he strongly objected, and re- 
*fased to aid them in any further investi- 
getion. He refused them guides, and 
would not afford them any definite infor- 
-mation of the whereabouts of the robbery, 
repeatedly saying, ‘I know they were 
-killed, and it is to no purpose to be at 
farther trouble in the matter.’’ They 
“saw two revolvers, a ‘large gun,” as 
they termed it, some tin cans, and other 
-things belonging to the Harpers; and in 
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conversation he acknowledged he had some 
gold coins, sovereigns, of them, which he 
said they had paidhim. He further added 
that the Sgaus found the elephants wan- 
dering about in the jungles, and had 
taken them across the Salwen ; but if the 
white foreigners, i. e., the government, 
chose to send for them, they could have 
the elephants and the property in his pos- 
session. The insincerity of the offer was 
manifested, however, by charging them 
before they left not to report what they 
had seen and heard. His statement of 
the elephants having been found wander- 
ing in the jungle by the Sgaus, was di- 
rectly opposed to the deposition of one of 
the Harpers, who saw one of the dacoits 
goad his elephant across the river. 


Attempt to Arrest Pokhay. 


When the matter was reported to Capt. 
Lloyd, the Deputy Commissioner, he or- 
dered out the Karen police of twenty-five 
men to arrest Pokhay, and bring him to 
town with the property in his possession ; 
and, as he anticipated a strong resistance, 
he ordered the two Karen Myu-okes, or 
magistrates, with three hundred men that 
they were instructed to call out for the 
occasion, to accompany the police. 

Considerable time elapsed before the 
men were collected, and Pokhay heard of 
the expedition. He immediately carried 
away the property in his house to Bau- 
tha-khay, or Bun-tha-kla, a village in 
Eastern Karenee, where his wife’s rela- 
tives resided, and then he came back and 
stockaded his house. This was done, and 
reported in town, before the Karens were 
half way to their place of destination.— 
A part were in advance of the others, and 
the police, with the magistrate of the 
Bghai district, arrived first. 

When the magistrate reached the gate 
of Pokhay’s compound, he called out to 
him, and Pokhay replied, ‘Ah, you have 
arrived, have you?’’—and immediately, 
with his people, commenced firing on 
him. Some twenty shots, it is said, were 
fired from the house before the police fired 
in return; but after one man had been 
hit in the leg, another had a bullet go 
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through his turban, and several others 
had been almost grazed by the bullets 
whizzing past them, a general attack was 
made ; and as those in the house had the 
advantage of firing under cover, where 
they could not be seen, the house was set 
on fire, which decided the fortune of the 
day ; and, sad to add, owing to the place 
being stockaded, and egress difficult, sev- 
eral women were burned to death in the 
flames, among whom were the wife and 
daughter of Pokhay ; but he himself es- 
caped. He went up to Eastern Karence, 
and endeavored to arouse the Red Karens 
of that region to espouse his cause and 
come down on the Christian villages near- 
est to him. He stated that his wife and 
daughter had been speared to death, and 
made many other representations equally 
false. 


Interference of a British Magistrate. 


At this juncture Capt. B——, the 
magistrate of Maulmain, took a furlough 
of three months and came into Karenee, 
where he met Pokhay. At once he es- 
poused his cause, and united with him in 
denouncing the Christians. 

The government agent in Western Ka- 
renee, speaking of Capt. B——, wrote: 
‘*When he was at Bau-tha-kay, convers- 
ing with Pokhay, he said, ‘The people 
who attacked thee were not sent by the 
Deputy Commissioner. The Pakus, being 
envious of thee, attack thee unauthoriz- 
edly, or without cause. The Deputy 
Commissioner did not send them. I will 
go security for that.’ He gave Pokhay 
two guns, and Pokhay gave him a sword 
and aspear. Then Pokhay said to him, 
‘If the people came and attacked me un- 
authorizedly, or without cause, and the 
government did not send them, I will go 
and take satisfaction.’ ’’ 

Again, when this white man (Capt. 
B——) came to Ke-pho-gyee, he said, 
“Those that attacked Pokhay were not 
sent by the government of Toungoo. The 
little teachers were angry with Pokhay, 
and they went and accused him to teacher 
Mason, and teacher Mason told the Dep- 
uty Commissioner, and the people came 
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and attacked Pokhay. This war that 
has arisen here is teacher Mason’s own 
work. It is not the mind of the govern- 
or. They had not the word of the Men- 
gyee.”’ 

‘*He told Kepho this. I, on the con- 
trary, snid that teacher Mason had noth- 
ing to do with it. But he was very an- 
gry with teacher Mason and abused him.’’ 

I may remark here that I never met 
Capt. B——, never mentioned his name 
in conversation or writing, before this 
affair, and knew little more of him than 
what was communicsted in official reports, 
where his name was mentioned as ‘+Offi- 
ciating magistrate of Maulmain.”’ 


Appeal to the Chief Commissioner. 


With @ copy of the above letter, I 
wrote the Chief Commissioner : 

‘‘Now please bear in mind that the 
Christian Karens have never had any dif- 
ficulty with Pokhay. They have got into 
this trouble solely by obeying the orders 
of Government; and not. for their own 
advantage, but for the exclusive advan- 
tage of plundered Europeans. 

Then please note, here is a European 
officer in the Commission, sanctioning in 
fact, if not officially, a murderous attack 
on the people, who did nothing but carry 
out the orders of government, which, had 
they refused to obey, would have subject- 
ed them to punishment. If Pokhay suc- 
ceeds in murdering any of our people, 
their blood will be found in the skirts of 
Capt. B——.”’ 

Last month two of our Christian vil- 
lages were burned, two or three persons 
killed on the spot, and upwards of twenty 
persons carried off, principally women 
and children. Capt. Lloyd immediately 
ordered out the Karen armed police, which 
the government, for the sake of economy, 
has recently reduced from nearly two 
hundred men to twenty-five; and this 
being quite inadequate to the exigency, 
he issued arms and ammunition ad libitum 
to the Karens, and called out four hun- 
dred Karen men to the frontier, with the 
two Myuokes or magistrates. They have 
hitherto succeeded in preventing further 
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mischief ; but the government give them 
neither pay nor rations, and it is impos- 
sible to support them there much longer 
by contributions from the people. 

I endeavored to get some Europeans 
sent out, but was told it was too late in 
the season for Europeans to go into the 
jungles. 

Our hopes are in God, the God of 
Hosts. 


MAULMAIN KAREN MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. HIBBARD. 
Church Re-united—New Assistant. 


Maulmain, June 24, 1862.—After my 
return from Tavoy, I made three tours in 
these jungles, besides attending the Asso- 
ciation—continuing my travels to the end 
of March. I found the churches gener- 
ally in a good state. In the Tunoe church, 
where there-has long been a want of har- 
mony, I found the members disposed to 
unite in choosing a good pastor, and in 
building a new house in which to worship 
God. Their hearts seemed enlarged to 
give freely for the support of the gospel 
and schools. 

At Th’mee we had some excellent mect- 
ings, at one of which we chose and set 

“apart one of their number, Sau-Tah-hue- 
hai, to assist the aged pastor, Tab-oo. 
The assistant is a man of excellent spirit, 
well educated, for this people, and held 
in respect and esteem by all the church. 
The church, the pastor, and myself were 
of one mind. The only one who objected 
was the man chosen ; but as his objections 
arose from a sense of his unfitness and 
unworthiness, they were overruled. He 
is now, I think, ‘‘the right man in the 
right place.”” The Lord blesshim. Here, 
too, my timely arrival prevented the 
Christians from being cheated out of an 
elephant, worth 800 or 1,000 rupees. 

At T’mo-peit I found the-church wait- 
ing to see me, on account of some difficul- 
ties which their excellent pastor was un- 
able to settle; but by the grace of God 
they were easily removed. As a rule, 
these Christians are very teachable. And 
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yet they are not at all disposed to attach 
undve importance to the pastoral office. 


Native Preacher Ordained—Baptisms. 


My last tour was to Tsa-gyeen, in the 
Martaban, at the end of March. The 
weather was fearfully hot. Three days 
we travelled on foot. The heat was ter- 
rible. I should not have undertaken the 
journey so late in the year, had it not 
been desirable to ordain the native preach- 
er of that church,Sau Kurnah. We had 
arranged to go earlier, but were hindered. 
Two of the ordained pastors, Revs. Sau 
Prah-hai and Myah-oo, assisted me in 
the services. The examination of the 
candidate was quite satisfactory ; special- 
ly so in regard to his knowledge of the 
gospel of Christ. The sermon and ordain- 
ing prayer were by myself ; the charge to 
the candidate and the right hand of fel- 
lowship by Sau Prah-hai ; the charge to 
the church by Sau Myah-oo. Both 
charges were able and pointed. The 
benediction was by the candidate. May 
the Lord add his blessing. 

The field of the new pastor is large and 
important. The members of the church 
live in three villages, one and two days 
apart; and there are many heathen. Two 
days ago I received a letter from him, 
saying that he had baptized eleven in dif- 
ferent parts of his field. 


HENTHADA MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. THOMAS. 
Appeal for Reinforcement. 
Henthada, June 14, 1862.—When do 
the Executive Committee intend to send 
out another Karen missionary? You are 
aware that your Karen missionaries are 
very few ; that Mergui, Tavoy and Shway- 
gyeen are deserted by them entirely !— 
Now please look over the remaining sta- 
tions in Burmah. The death or ill health 
of any one of the Karen missionaries who 
is able to labor among the people, would 
cause another wide and important field to 
be left destitute ! 
I am not ‘a croaker ;’’ nor will I try 
to look into the future history of our mis- 
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sions. But I confess I have many anxious 
thoughts about the Henthada Mission. 

Let me add, I do not say this because 
I am ‘breaking down.’’ No; my health 
has never been better since in Burmah, 
than it is now. Nor have I ever been 
able to accomplish so much in a given 
time, either mentally or physically, as I 
can now. 

But, were it not 80, were my health 
poor, E would not ask permission to leave 
this station. No; I am willing to die 
and be buried here in Henthada. 

Send some good Karen missionaries to 
Burmah. Do at least send one to Hen- 
thada. Let him come at once, and enter 
upon the study of the language here.— 
Then, if Providence call us away for a 
season, there will be a man to urge on 
the precious cause here. Or, if I am per- 
mitted to remain a few years longer, here 
is abundant work for another missionary. 
This year I wanted to go to Shwaylay, far 
to the east of Prome, where are numerous 
Karens, as yet unvisited by a missionary. 
But I have not been able even to cross 
the river to the Tharrawadi side 

My dear fathers and brethren of the 
Executive Committee, send us help. Let 
not what we have seen accomplished come 
to nought for want of two or three mis- 
sionaries. I am sure there are men ready 
to come. Only send them, and the means 
will be sent to you. Lift up your feet as 
if to step into the water, and it will be 
sure to divide and let you go upon dry 
land. 


PROME MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. KINCAID. 
Unrest of the People of India. 

Prome, July 3, 1862.—There is a great 
deal of uneasiness in India in reference to 
the Mohammedan population. Strange 
reports,—it is like the muttering of dis- 
tant thunder,—there may be, ere long, 
another upheaving of fierce fanaticism, 
and the blood of Christians may flow like 
water. We little know what a day may 
bring forth. 
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New Converts. 


Within a short time I made a tour 
southeast among the villages, and also 
north to the frontiers ; and three, in three 
different places, have been baptized. Be- 
sides this, in two Prome villages, widely 
distant from each other, there are a num- 
ber of converts, but not yet baptized. 
Four young men were sent up to me from 
the Bassein churches, and their labors 
are blessed. I have a few hopeful in- 
quirers among the Kyens. 


NINGPO MISSION. 


LETTER FROM MR. KNOWLTON. 


A Work Requiring Patience. 

Ningpo, May 29, 1862.—Much of the 
time I carry within me a sad heart on ac- 
count of the small amount that [ am ac- 
complishing, and my unfitness for the 
great work here laid upon me. So pain- 
fully sensible am I of my defects, that I 
often find myself drawing some comfort 
from the declaration, that ‘*God hath 
chosen the foolish things of this world to 
confound the wise, and the weak to con- 
found the mighty.” It is truly a day of 
small things with the mission work in 
China. The missionary here has nothing 
to be proud of, and much that is humil-- 
iating. It is plodding, trying work.— 
The Chinese are so treacherous, that 
hopes are often raised, only to be dashed 
to the ground again. They are also, I 
believe, the meanest people on earth ;— 
nothing noble about them ;—which ren- 
ders them very trying to one’s patience, 
love and pity. The piety of the converts 
is not, as a general thing, of a high type, 
but the reverse. A few cases have come 
under my own observation, which clearly 
manifested the power of God’s grace. 


Favorable Disposition of the People— 
Causes. 


On the whole, however, the work of 
God here is in an encouraging state, con- 
sidering the circumstances. At the pres- 
ent time there is a greater willingness to 
listen attentively to the preaching of the 
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word, than I have ever witnessed before. 
The causes may be traced, and are worthy 
of notice. When the rebels were ap- 
proaching Ningpo last autumn, and the 
Chinese officials had no power effectually 
to resist them, the foreign authorities 
made an arrangement with them, to the 
effect that the lives and dwellings of the 
Ningpo people should be spared,—an 
agreement to which the rebels, as a rule, 
adhered. The people knew and felt their 
indebtedness to foreigners. Many of them 
were shut up in the city with the rebels 
on their taking it, and were either taken 
captive, or reduced at once to begging ,— 
being stripped of everything, even to the 
last grain of rice. Hundreds of these 
poor people were brought out of the city 
by missionaries; and, with the aid of 
merchants, many of them were provided 
for until they could make some arrange- 
ments for a livelihood and a home. 

This kindness awakened a deeper feel- 
ing of gratitude in the hearts of the peo- 
ple, than I ever witnessed among them 
on any occasion before. Many of those 
taken captive were also, by the interces- 
sion and aid of missionaries, returned to 
their friends. These captives were, for 
the most part, young persons of both 
»sexes; and it was truly a delightful and 
unusual sight, to see tears of joy and 
gratitude coursing down the hard cheeks 
of those Chinese parents, as they knelt, 
in oriental style, to thank the foreign 
teacher for rescuing their children from 
ruin. Now, foreign arms have driven 
the rebels away from Ningpo and the 
plain around, and all classes feel indebted 
entirely to foreigners for ridding them of 
a dreadful and hated foe, and for the 
privilege of returning to their homes, and 
resuming their usual avocations. For- 
eigners have demonstrated to them that 
they are their friends, as well as most 
powerful allies. They have seen that 
Christianity inspires a love for man wher- 
ever found,—the very reverse of the influ- 
ence of their idolatrous systems. They 
have wondered at the love and kindness 
of Christians towards each other. A 
Buddbist priest, near Ningpo, was so 
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struck with this last feature of the prac- 
tical workings of Christianity, that he 
has became an earnest inquirer at one of 
the stations of the English Church Mis- 
sion. 

The destruction of their idols has also, 
I believe, had a tremendous effect to 
weaken their confidence in the power and 
even existence of their gods, and to induce 
a spirit of inquiry. 


How a False God was Detected. 


As an illustration of the manner in 
which this is effected, I may mention the. 
following incident. An old Buddhist 
woman, who lives just opposite our chap- 
el, remarked to me the other day, that 
she had been to a certain temple to see 
whether the god had been molested ; for 
it had been currently reported and be- 
lieved for generations, that the removal 
of that god from his place would so ex- 
cite his wrath that he would sink the 
whole place, and change it into a sea. 
On arriving at the place, lo! the poor 
god had been demolished, and she laughed 
heartily at his impotence. And indeed, 
she was quite inclined to believe he had 
no power or existence whatever. 


General Impression in Favor of the 
True God, 


There is a general impression through- 
out this region, I believe, which is deep- 
ening every day, that the God of Chris- 
tians is above all other gods, a God of 
gods, Lord over all. I have heard of 
whole villages of people who, when they 
were daily in fear of an attack from the 
rebels, prayed only to ‘*Heaven,’’ their 
gods in their temples being passed by as 
useless. Multitudes of others prayed to 
Jesus, under like circumstances. 

The above are the more immediate 
causes, I believe, of the present increased 
spirit of religious inquiry. But there are 
other causes, lying back of these, that 
should be taken into account. The last 
twenty years of preaching, tract distri- 
bution, and school teaching at Ningpo, 
has not all been lost labor. We are be- 


ginning, I believe, to see the germinating 
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of the seed thus sown, and a glorious 
harvest will, before very long, be reaped. 


General Feeling against the Rebellion. 


The rebels are still within a day's 
march of Ningpo, in great numbers; so 
that, were it not for the English and 
French men-of-war and gunboats, we 
should all be in imminent peril; and, as 
it is, we are not safe except as our Heay- 
enly Father keeps us. The Canton pi- 
rates are now in the employ of the Chi- 
nese Officials, as soldiers to aid in driving 
back and putting down the rebels. There 
seems to be a strong tide of feeling among 
all foreigners in China, setting against 
the rebellion ; and it seems quite probable 
that the ‘‘allies’’ will unite with the Chi- 
nese government to put it down. They 
will, at least, be driven away from the 
ports open to foreigners, which include 
Nanking, the capital of the rebel territory. 
The Chinese government at Peking is 
cunningly making excellent friends with 
the foreign ministers at court. It is, no 
doubt, their only hope for putting down 
the rebellion. 


The Insurgents and Christianity. 


By an intimate intercourse with the 
rebels for a few months, while they were 
in possession of Ningpo, I bave found 
that they are, as a general rule, quite 
ignorant of the principles of Christianity, 
though it is true that they discard idola- 
try, and worship a Being whom they call 
‘*the Heavenly Father,’’ and sing a Chris- 
tian doxology, which Tai-ping Wong ob- 
tained of Rev. I. J. Roberts, formerly of 
the Southern Baptist Board; at whose 
place the chief was for a time an inquirer, 
previous to his entering upon his revolu- 
tionary career. 

At the invitation of Teen Wong, Mr. 
Roberts has spent fifteen months at Nan- 
king, near his palace. He was well 
treated by the chief, who held much cor- 
respondence with Mr. R.; not with a 
view of learning the truth, but rather to 
convince Mr. R. of his own Divine mis- 
sion and inspiration, and of the superior- 
ity of his revelations to those of the Bible. 
Teen Wong has a religion of his own, 
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based on a false interpretation of the Bi- 
ble. He will not tolerate pure Christian- 
ity. Mr. Roberts left Nanking last win- 
ter, in utter disgust with the rebels and 
their whole movement. 


Spirit of Inquiry—Requests for Baptism. 

Chu Tehpiao is at Kinghwa. By a let- 
ter from him I learn that the rebels wish 
him to become a rebel officer. I feel anx- 
ious about his safety. 

There is a general spirit of inquiry, 
awakened by his preaching, in his native 
place. More than one hundred there are 
requesting baptism. Some two or three 
hundred profess to believe. 


FRANCE. 
LETTER FROM MR. D——. 
Expressions of Uratitude. 

P——, Aug., 1862.—We have read 
with much pleasure the Report to the 
Board in favor of the French Mission. 
We are rejoiced to see our brethren of 
the United States, in the midst of their 
trials, taking so lively an interest in us 
and in our wants. We thank them from 
the bottom of our hearts; and we also 
thank Him who controls all things, and 
who turns the hearts of men even as the 
rivers of water are turned, 

Churches at P— and V-—. 

The work at P—— continues to ad- 
vance in a manner which inspires us with 
joy. Week after week the number of 
persons connected with us goes on increas- 
ing. Many whom we visit give us en- 
couragement. Some appear to be con- 
verted, and have sought admission to the 
church by baptism. 

We enjoy union and peace, and a good 
spirit seems to animate the members. 

The church at V——, formerly in 
charge of Mr. C——, is now without a 
pastor. We visit and care for it from 
this city. There is nothing special, touch- 
ing this field of labor, unless it be that 
the members seem to be living members, 
and inclined to be faithfol, and that one 
of the brethren goes every Lord’s day to 
some adjacent locality, in order to edify 
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members of the church and friends of the 
gospel who happen to reside there. 

When Mr. C—— reached D——., he 
found the church in a state which left 
much to be desired. But the state of 
things seems to be much improved by the 
presence of an able and faithful laborer. 
Such a helper was greatly needed. 


LETTER FROM MR. C——, D——. 
Additions by Baptism—Doors Opened. 
Thanks to my coming, the misfortunes 

and difficulties which threatened the fu- 

ture of the work here, have been alleviat- 
ed. Several persons, even members of the 
church, had become subjects of scandal. 

But some of them appear better, and 

everything inspires the hope of better 

things for the time to come. 

Our place of worship at D—— is too 
small. It is filled to overflowing, espe- 
cially on the first Sabbath of every month, 
(the communion Sabbath,) when the con- 
gregation is more numerous. 

Four persons have recently asked for 
baptism. Others seem equally well dis- 
posed, and we are filled with joy. 

At A , where there was formerly 
much prejudice against the Baptists, the 
work goes on in a favorable manner,— 
Every door in the place is oper to us, and 
many families beg me to visit them.— 
When I go to A—— to hold meetings, I 
have the privilege of addressing a very 
large number of hearers. 

At 0—— and other places more remote 
from D——, good might be done, did 
time and the means of defraying the trav- 
elling expenses permit. But the task is 
arduous, and I am a solitary laborer.— 
May the Lord be our helper. 

Thanks to God, our wants have been 
-supplied hicherto. But we pray contin- 
ually for the day when our dear Mission- 
ary Union shall be able to come again to 
our aid, agreeably to the kind wishes 
which have been expressed in our favor. 


LETTER FROM MR. L——, C-—. 
Hopeful Spirit. 
C——, Aug., 1862.—We continue to 
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sympathize deeply with our brethren of 
the loyal States the other side of the At- 
lantic. Believe me, dear brn., whatever 
causes your hearts to beat with joy or 
sorrow, causes our hearts to beat in uni- 
son with them. 

Notwithstanding all the difficulties you 
encounter in your noble undertaking, 
confide in God and take courage. Sooner 
or later, the cause of justice must tri- 
umph. God in Christ must reign. The 
Scriptures cannot fail of fulfilment. 

We gave thanks to God and to our 
brethren in reading the last report of the 
Union, when we saw that in the midst of 
such general distress of the country, the 
hand of a gracious Providence still be- 
stowed upon you rich blessings. . 

Will you suffer me to say, your great 
nation will never beabandoned. Indulge 
not a fear. You will yet see your efforts 
crowned with success. Only continue 
faithful. 


Blessings Continued—Persecution done 
away. 

Our heavenly Father has not forsaken 
us, but continues to bless us abundantly 
in various ways. Not that we have found 
no difficulties this year ; on the contrary, 
I have found, both in my family and my 
work, that earth is not heaven. Still [ 
am not ungrateful. I feel that God has 
loaded us with blessings,—at least in my 
field of labor. 

We had ten baptisms in C—— at the 
last Passover season, and I rejoice to say 
that we hope to have several more candi- 
dates next month. 

I hope also we shall soon have an awak- 
ening to the north of C——, where there 
was cruel persecution last year. At a 
funeral which I was recently called to 
attend, I perceived that the prejudice 
against me was almost entirely gone.— 
When I saw the mayor and his suite, and 
the town magistrates formally accompa- 
nying me,—no longer to persecute, but 
to defend me,—besides the schoolmaster 
and his assistant, and the curate himself, 
with a great part of the citizens collected 
together, and deeply moved by my sermon 
at the cemetery,—my heart blessed the 
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Lord, while I prayed for a blessing on the 
multitude. May the Lord bless the seed 
that was sown. 

As the mayor of this commune is now 
favorable to us, I propose to have public 
religious services henceforward every Sab- 
bath, so that, if there are any of the 
elect, they may be made manifest. 

Pray for us, that we may do much good 
in this region, which is very needy. 

May the Lord grant you his almighty 
aid, that you may attain the great end 
you are seeking. 


GERMANY. 
LETTER FROM MR. LEHMANN. 


Concluded from p. 389. 


Tour Continued—Spiritual Progress. 

Berlin, July 15, 1862.—I preached, 
June 26, to a large congregation in 
Forste, where the friends have secured 
for their meetings a very fine and large 
room, in a very respectable house, capable 
of containing one hundred people, with a 
vestibule outside, sufficient to accommo- 
date several more. I felt great delight 
among the brethren, and at the close ad- 
ministered the Lord’s Supper. We sat 
down, twenty-three in number, others 
being detained. When I was here for 
the first time, several years since, the only 
members here were a married couple, be- 
longing to the church in Berlin. Four 
years since I was here a second time, when 
we surrounded the Lord’s table, twelve 
in number. Now another increase has 
been granted. Thus we see that every- 
where the kingdom of Christ is in prog- 
ress. 
After the celebration of the Lord's Sup- 
per, we indulged for a long time in sweet 
intercourse. The sisters had decorated 
the spacious room with garlands and a 
beautiful crown. We separated very re- 
luctantly after midnight, and after I had 
admonished them to keep steadfastly to 
the Lord. 

From Forste Mr. L. proceeded to Guben, a 
walk of six hours; thence to Frankfort, where 
he preached; many of the people were occu- 


Germany. — Letter from Mr. Lehmann. 


419 


pied by a fair in the vicinity. From Frank- 
fort he went to Landsberg, on the Warthe. 


In this vicinity the Lord has manifested 
most signally his power and grace within 
a few years. On Lord’s day the 29th, I 
went out toa rather distant meeting place, 
where from two in the P. M. till half 
after nine in the evening, we were engag- 
ed in holy things. The rooms here are 
the largest I have met with on this tour, 
and the country people came together 
from many outstations, villages and farms, 
in numbers not much below two hundred. 
I preached to them with great liberty and 
joy, and was listened to with the deepest 
attention. Then we broke bread together, 
and a church meeting followed, at which 
several candidates for baptism were ex- 
amined, who gave, for the most part, very 
satisfactory evidence of a thorough change 
of heart. They were all received unani- 
mously. 


Forming a New Church. 


I then laid before the brethren the plan 
of dividing the vast missionary field. As 
the members in this region will be the 
gainers, securing more of the presence 
and service of a minister, they readily 
agreed to it. I had, moreover, long con- 
templated the propriety of forming all 
these outstations into a separate church, 
and was only prevented from advising the 
members to this course by the unsettled 
state of things, and by the circumstance 
that only a few brethren, and those in 
humble circumstances, live in Landsberg, 
—most of the members, and those the 
more important ones, live at a distance, 
in villages and small places. Landsberg 
is a considerable town, of 17,000 inhabi- 
tants. But being now among them, and 
seeing their great number and the decent 
and orderly conduct of all their affairs, I 
could no longer withhold my conviction. 
I earnestly proposed that they should ask 
their dismission from the church in Ber- 
lin, which is from fifty to a hundred miles 
distant from some of them, and even 
more. After calm consideration, it was 
unanimously resolved to follow my advice, 
and to invite br. Zeschke to act as pastor, 
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which in fact he had already done for a 
long time. I could approve the more joy- 
fully of this latter decision, inasmuch as 
my acquaintance with this brother in- 
creased continually my estimate of his 
capacities and his faithfulness. After 
much pleasing and affectionate inter- 
course, I left the brethren full of joy for 
so blessed a Sabbath, and full of thanks 
to God for all his wonders. Many here- 
about are still under deep impressions, 
and will soon enter into the kingdom of 
Christ. 

The public solemnities connected with 
the constitution of this church, are for 
the present delayed. It will embrace 
thirty-four, out of our seventy outsta- 
tions, and an aggregate of 143 members, 
and the number is daily increasing.— 
Though causing a great diminution of the 
church in Berlin, yet the work of the 
Lord will prosper the better for it. 

On Monday, June 30th, I preached in 
the house of a wealthy farmer in Loppow, 
some of whose children are members of 
the church. The large assembly filled 
the house and yard, and extended into 
the road. It was a blessed evening. The 
day following, I proceeded to Heiners- 
dorf, a village where lives a rich farmer, 
rendered completely blind by a vicious 
life. Still he makes a Christian profes- 
sion among the Moravians, who have 
many little farms in the vicinity. Of his 
numerous family, three daughters have 
joined our church, who on that account 
are persecuted by their father. I spent 
several hours in the family. Both the 
father and the family confided to me their 
difficulties, and desired my advice, with 
which all seemed satisfied, and grateful for 
my coming. After preaching in the even- 
ing to a good congregation, I spent the 
night with the same family, and experi- 
enced much kindness. 


The next day Mr. L. returned to Landsberg, 
crossed the Warthe, and went on foot to 
Guschterbruch. The people in this region 
along the river Netze, live in huts which af- 
ford little comfort, even though they are not 
very poor. They entertained Mr. L. and his 
associate with all they had, and then removed 
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all their furniture, with great trouble, and 
brought in boards for seats to accommodate the 
hearers. 


A Laborious Work, 


A crowded meeting was held, at which 
I preached with much delight. Our 
friends live scattered abroad all around 
this place. The next day our host con- 
veyed us to several others, and we had 
the joy of witnessing a very considerable 
concern about salvation. In one family 
we had one of the largest meetings in the 
night,—beginning, as everywhere here in 
the country, at half past nine. A gens 
d’armes was sent by the bailiff, who behav- 
ed very civilly, and I preached with much 
freedom. This was followed by a long 
conversation with friends and inquirers, 
continuing till the early hours of the 
morning. Great efforts are required in 
visiting these parts, and many privations 
to be sustained. I admire our dear breth- 
ren who labor in this region, and whose 
life is filled up continually with such ef- 
forts. 

The next day, after cordial conversation 
with the family, most of whom are awak- 
ened and will be baptized shortly, we 
crossed the meadows and fields to Marien- 
spring, where several souls are longing 
for grace, and some have found it and 
were to be examined. 


On Friday and Saturday Mr. L. pursued his 
journey, sometimes in scorching heat and 
sometimes in the rain, and preached Friday 
evening at Diringshof. The Sabbath, July 
6, was spent in Lindwerder. 


New Church Approved—Thunder Storm. 


I had before me one of the densest con- 
gregations, in rooms which were beauti- 
fully decorated with flowers and garlands 
(as almost everywhere on this journey), 
as a token of love and joy. When I be- 
gan to pray, there broke out such emo- 
tions, with sighs and cries and tears, that 
it was overwhelming. I preached with 
great joyfulness, and apparently with ac- 
ceptance, and I trust deep impressions 
were made. After much social intercourse 
in a house where the entire family, with 
one exception, are converted and baptized, 
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we returned to Briesenhorst, where a 
much larger meeting took place. Friends 
from all the outstations around gathered 
in, and I preached to them once more 
‘the unsearchable riches of Christ.’’— 
We then celebrated the Lord’s Supper, 
after which a church meeting was held. 
The plan of forming a separate church, 
according to the plan agreed upon at 
Landsberg, was considered and approved, 
and other business transacted ; and, not- 
withstanding the heat of the day, and the 
long continuance of the meeting, there 
was no abatement of interest or zeal. 

At evening a heavy thunder storm oc- 
curred, rendering the return of many 
members to their homes very difficult. 
Many of them had to walk several hours, 
and through thick forests. The separa- 
tion was very painful. It was the last 
time we should see each other for a long 
period. We had grown into the affec- 
tions of one another, and the parting 
hand was repeatedly and very reluctantly 
tendered. As the threatening storm made 
it unsafe for me to leave, I remained in 
the house during the night, with several 
others, and at daybreak the last visitors 
departed. 

The sacrifices and efforts which the 
owners or tenants of such houses have to 
make are very great, and deserve all 
praise. But their joy in the work of the 
Lord is so great that they do not permit 
their sacrifices to be mentioned. Their 
account of all that had occurred during 
the past months is deeply affecting, and 
merits a grateful record. Often, after 
long watching, for days and nights, they 
had just retired to rest, when they were 
roused from their beds by such as were 
under deep concern for their souls, or by 
those who had found peace in the Lord, 
and could not for a moment be silent, 
but felt compelled to come and ask for 
prayer or thanksgiving. 

Return to Berlin, 

On Monday, July 7th, I closed this 
deeply interesting missionary journey, 
which has made a profound impression 
upon me. I believe I have received much 
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more than I have given. On my return 
to Berlin, by way of Frankfort, I aroused 
the violent opposition of a Jewish rabbi, 
by giving tracts to his co-religionists. 
After a short time, I propose to visit the 
western outstations of our church, which 
are less numerous, 


Declaration of Faith. 


The constant attacks of the established 
church, to which we have been subjected, 
and the misrepresentation of our princi- 
ples and character in a printed work, 
mentioned in a former letter, have induc- 
ed us to draw up a paper, entitled ‘‘Ur- 
kundliche Erkliirung’’ (Authentic Decla- 
ration) of our churches, from the pen of 
br. Kébner. In this paper we have re- 
futed the views falsely ascribed to us. 
The paper has been circulated in all our 
churches, which, by a formal declaration, 
have affirmed their agreement in the sen- 
timents expressed in the paper. The 
paper, so confirmed, has been published, 
and already received notice in some of the 
newspapers. We hope it will effect much 
in enlightening the public as to our real 
principles and aims. We have been led 
to this measure by the objection sometimes 
presented, that, notwithstanding the oc- 
casional and formal expression of our fra- 
ternal feelings towards all who love the 
Saviour,—which several of our brethren 
have given,—still these sentiments and 
feelings could only be considered as en- 
tertained by those few brethren who had 
expressed them ; but that the great bulk 
of our people were still a fanatical and 
horrid set of men. Now this can no longer 
be said. 


Pecuniary Struggles. 


We have still considerable difficulty in 
meeting the payments for our enlarged 
chapel. When the tenements we have 
arranged in the building and those we 
contemplate are all let, all will go on 
more smoothly. Until then great efforts 
are needed, to meet the continued and 
urgent demands. For this reason we are 
deeply thankful for the succor of our 
American brethren, and we are very de- 
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sirous that it may be permanent. The 
Lord enable you to make it so! 


Sympathy in the American Struggle. 


With the most lively interest and the | 
deepest sympathy, we follow the course | 


of your valiant armies. We hail every 
distinct manifestation that your noble 
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| contest will turn out ultimately a death- 
blow to oppression; and our prayers as- 
_ cend constantly to Heaven for the speedy 
| and effectual termination of this bloody 
war, 

May the Lord eminently bless you and 
| all your fellow-laborers in the missionary 


| work. 


MISCE 


LLANY. 


HOW MISSIONS ARE TO BE PROS- 
ECUTED. 


When the early missionaries of the English 
Baptist Missionary Society—Carey and his 
colleagues—were eight in number, all residing 
at Serampore, they began to be anxious to 
enter on a plan for establishing subordinate 
stations in the adjacent country. Previous to 
the adoption of this plan, however, they con- 
sidered it important to place on record the 
leading principles on which they thought it 
their duty to act in the work of evangelizing 
the heathen. This document embodies the 
experience of six years of ardent and unremit- 
ting exertion in the missionary field, and is 
rendered interesting, not merely by the strong 
illustration it affords of devotedness to the 
work, but also by the sound and practical 
views of missionary labor which it exhibits. 


They considered it necessary, in order 
to gain the attention of the heathen, that 
the missionary should be fully acquainted 
with the current of thought which pre- 
vailed among them, with their habits, 
their propensities, their antipathies, and 
the mode in which they reasoned about 
God, sin, holiness, the way of salvation, 
and a future state; and that he should 
not forget the humiliating character of 
their idolatrous worship, feasts, and songs. 
They considered it necessary to abstain 
from whatever would tend to increase the 
repugnance of the natives to the gospel, 
to keep out of sight those English pecu- 
liarities which were offensive to their feel- 
ings, and at the same time to avoid any 
attack on their prejudices by exhibiting 
any degree of acrimony against the sins 
of their gods, and on no account to do vi- 


olence to their images, or to interrupt 
their worship—*‘the real conquests of the 
gospel being those of love.’’ **It becomes 
us,”’ they remark, ‘*to watch all oppor- 
tunities of doing good, to carry on con- 
versations with the natives almost every 
hour in the day, to go from village to 
village, from market to market, from one 
assembly to another, and to be instant in 
season and out of season ; this is the life 
to which we are called in this country.’’ 
Regarding the style of their addresses to 
the heathen, they notice the necessity of 
adhering to the example of the Apostle 
Paul and making the subject of their 
preaching, ‘‘Christ the crucified.” ‘*The 
doctrine of Christ’s expiatory death and 
all-sufficient merits has been, and ever 
must remain, the grand means of salva- 
tion.’’ They deemed it important that 
the natives should repose the most entire 
confidence in the missionary, and feel at 
home in his company ; and that in order 
to gain this confidence he should be will- 
ing to listen to their complaints, to give 
them the kindest advice, and to decide on 
everything brought before him in the 
most open, upright, and impartial man- 
ner. ‘**We ought to form them to hab- 
its of industry, and to exercise much ten- 
derness and forbearance, knowing that in- 
dustrious habits are formed with difficulty 
in all heathen nations. We ought also 
to remember that they have no common 
sacrifices to make in renouncing their con- 
nections, their homes, their former situ- 
ations and means of support, and that 


it will be difficult for them to procure em- 
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ployment with heathen masters.’’ Re- 
garding their conduct towards the gov- 
ernment, the missionaries observe that it 
was their duty to honor the civil magis- 
trate, and in every state and country to 
render him the readiest obedience, whether 
persecuted or protected, and that it be- 
came them to instruct their native breth- 
ren in the same principles. 

Among the means of diffusing Chris- 
tian truth in India, they considered the 
training of native preachers as the most 
important. ‘Another part of our work 
is the forming of our native brethren to 
usefulness, fostering every kind of genius, 
and cherishing every gift and grace in 
them ; in this respect, we can searcely be 
too lavish of our attention to their im- 
provement. Itis only by means of native 
preachers we can hope for the universal 
spread of the gospel through this immense 
continent. Europeans are too few, and 
their subsistence costs too much,’’—even 
upon their scale of allowances, scarcely 
1007. a year,—‘‘for us ever to hope that 
they can possibly be the instruments of 
the universal diffusion of the Word among 
so many millions.’’ And it was mainly 
in reference to the establishment of na- 
tive churches, with native pastors, that 
their attention was fixed on the necessity 
of improving the talents of native con- 
verts. ‘The different native churches 
will, in that case, also, naturally learn to 
care and provide for their ministers, for 
their church expenses, and the raising of 
places of worship; and the whole admin- 
istration will assume a native aspect, by 
which means the inhabitants will more 
readily identify the cause as belonging to 
their own nation. If, under the Divine 
blessing, in the course of a few years, a 
number of native churches be thus estab- 
lished, from them the Word of God may 
sound out even to the extremities of In- 
dia ; and numbers of preachers being raised 
up and sent forth may form a body of na- 
tive missionaries, inured to the climate, 
acquainted with the customs, languages, 
modes of speech and reasoning of the peo- 
ple, able to become perfectly familiar with 
them, to enter their houses, to live on 
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their food, to sleep with them, or under 
a tree, and who may travel from one end 
of the country to another, almost without 
any expense.”’ The document then re- 
fers, in strong language, to the duty of 
promoting translations of the sacred Scrip- 
tures into the languages of Hindustan, 
and of distributing religious tracts as ex- 
tensively as possible, as well as of estab- 
lishing native free schools ; and it closes 
with the following disinterested and ani- 
mating exhortation, written in Mr. Ward’s 
own fervid style,—the paper was drawn 
up by him ;—*‘‘Finally, let us give our- 
selves up unreservedly to this glorious 
cause. Let us never think that our time, 
our gifts, our strength, our families, or 
even the clothes we wear, are our own. 
Let us sanctify them all to God and his 
cause. © that He may sanctify us for 
this work! Let us for ever shut out the 
idea of laying up a cowrie for ourselves or 
our children. If we give up the resolu- 
tion which was formed on the subject of 
private trade, when we first united at 
Serampore, the mission is from that hour 
a lost cause. A worldly spirit, quarrels, 
and every evil work will succeed, the mo- 
ment it is admitted thateach brother may 
do something on his own account.”’—J. 
C. Marshman. 


RUSSIA AS A FIELD FOR EVAN- 
GELISTIC LABORS. 

No country in Europe has greater claims 
on the friends of the gospel than Russia. 
Its very vastness is fitted to arrest our at- 
tention. Russia in Europe is larger than 
all the rest of Europe. But the Russian 
empire, comprising as it does so large a 
portion of Europe, the entire northern 
end of Asia, and the north-western part 
of North America, is quite one-seventh 
part of the habitable globe ; for it contains 
all of eight millions of square miles. In 
size it is about equal to the British em- 
pire. Russia in Europe has more than 
62,000,000 inhabitants ; while the entire 
empire has very nearly 70,000,000, not 
79,000,000, as some of our newspapers 
have asserted. 
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The position and influence of Russia 
make it one of the most important coun- 
tries for Christian effort. The Russians 
are Asiatic in their origin, manners, in- 
stincts. Their desire for conquest is very 
much in the direction of Asiatic countries, 
or Asiatic people, rather than the coun- 
tries of Western Europe. And if the 


Russians possessed as much knowledge of 


the true gospel as the English, they could 
and would do great things for the salva- 
tion of the entire Asiatic continent. 

But the greatest reason of all, why we 
should desire the evangelization of Russia, 
is to be found in its need of the gospel. 
More than sixty millions of people in Rus- 
sia are Christians, in contradistinction 
from the remaining millions of the popu- 
lation, who are Jewish, Mohammedan, 
Pagan. ‘There are not more than 2,500,- 
000 of Protestants in the entire Russian 
empire, while there are 7,500,000 of Ro- 
man Catholics, and quite 50,000,000 of 
followers of the Greek church, including 
the various branches of schismatics, or 
people who have, for one cause or an- 
other, separated from that church, but 
retain, in many cases, many of its cere- 
monies and worst errors. 

The Protestant churches of Russia are 
to be found mainly in Finland, the Bal- 
tic provinces, (Esthonia, Livonia, and 
Courland,) and in the dispersed German 
colonies in the southern portions of Rus- 
sia in Europe, and the Trans-Caucasian 
provinces in Asia. And while it is true 
that a resuscitation of evangelical Prot- 
estantism is going forward among the 
Protestants of Russia, it is to be deplored 
that there iseven yet comparatively but 
little spiritual life in their churches. 
Sull, the religious condition of the mem- 
bers or followers of the Greek and Roman 
Catholic churches, is incomparably worse 
than that of the Protest.ats. 

From 1518 to 1825, in the last years of 
the Emperor Alexander I, much was done 
by the Russian Bible Society to print and 
circulate the sacred Scriptures. But the 
opposition of the hierarchy of the Greek 
church, which is the national church of 
Russia, thovgh all others are tolerated, 
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triumphed, and the ‘‘Russian Bible Soci- 
ety’’ was suspended when Nicholas came 
to the throne! It remains suspended till 
this day. But the ‘St. Petersburg Bible 
Society’’ was allowed to be formed in 1831 
by the Protestants, and for their benefit, 
or rather for the benefit of the population 
that is not included in the great National 
church—the ‘*Holy Apostolic church,” 
That Bible Society has done much to 
circulate the Word of God in the Finnish, 
Esthonian, Lettish, German, Polish, Ar- 
menian languages, especially in the first 
three or four of these. 

We have been gratified to learn that 
the Imperial government has directed that 
the Bible be translated into the modern 
Russ, the vernacular language of what 
may be called the great Russian or Sla- 
vonic race. It was high time. Only the 
New Testament, the Pentateuch, the book 
of Judges, and one or two other portions 
of the Old Testament were translated and 
published by the Russian Bible Society 
just spoken of, and the translation of them 
is said by the Russians not to be good.— 
What the translation now making under 
Imperial auspices will prove to be, we can- 
not predict. Our expectations are not 
high ; for the Septuagint has as much in- 
fluence in the Greek church, as the Latin 
Vulgate has in the Roman Catholic. The 
Gospels and Acts of the Apostles have 
been printed, and 200,000 copies have 
been circulated! Let us praise God for 
this. Even a poor translation of the Bi- 
ble is better than none. 

While there is but little true apprehen- 
sion of the glorious gospel of our Lord in 
the Greek church, we have no doubt the 
Saviour has his **hidden ones*’ in the 
bosom of that communion, who will be 
‘His in that day when He makes up his 
jewels.’’ Bishop Tebon, in his day, was 
a faithful preacher of the gospel. He 
was the author of many books. Several 
of his writings are circulated as tracts. 
There are some true followers of Christ 
among the ‘‘Separatists,"’ or schismatics 
in Russia, although the greater part of 
these people, amounting to several mil- 
lions, seem to be as ignorant of the pure 
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gospel as the church from which they 
have seceded. The best of them we ap- 
prehend, are the Molokani, in the south- 
ern part of Russia in Europe. There cer- 
tainly are many excellent people among 
this sect, which seems to have had its ori- 
gin in reading the Scriptures,—probably 
some of those copies, nearly half a mil- 
lion in number, which the Russian Bible 
Society had put into the hands of the peo- 
ple, before its noble career was arrested in 
1825 by the late Emperor. 

In no country in the world is the mode 
of doing good by religious tracts of more 
importance than in Russia. The censor- 
ship, though very rigid, has permitted 
the printing of a very large number of 
tracts, a work which a little band of evan- 
gelical Christian brethren in St. Peters- 
burg have been for many years prosecut- 
ing. Of late, the government has greatly 
encouraged the Temperance cause, by 
freely allowing the publication of tracts 
on that subject. 


One of the grandest methods of doing 
good in Russia is toemploy suitable agents 
to sell or barter religious tracts at the 
great fairs at Nishni-Novgorod and other 
cities in the empire. In this way, some- 
times 100,000 copies and more have been 
circulated in a single year. The Ameri- 
ean and Foreign Christian Union, when 
it bore the name of the Foreign Evangeli- 
cal Society, once and again employed an 
excellent young Englishman, who knew 
the Russian language well, to go to the 
great fairs of Russia and sell religious 
tracts. Of course a large number have 
been circulated in other ways. In many 
parts of Russia the number of people who 
can read is small, so far as the masses are 
concerned. The people of Finland being 
almost all Protestants, know how to read. 
The same is true to a great extent in the 
Baltic provinces. The Poles too can far 
more generally read than the people who 
belong to the Russian or Greek church. 

The desire for religious tracts in Russia 
is very striking. The poor people who 
have had the good fortune to get one at, 
or by means of, the great fairs referred 
to, often value it more than we do an oc- 
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tavo volume. The Russian traders who 
come to the fairs will often exchange a 
coarse cotton handkerchief, worth ten or 
twelve cents, for a tract, which they will 
carry into the heart of Siberia, or any other 
part of the empire from which they have 
come. 

We were once driving along the gulf of 
Finland, in company with a pious young 
English merchant, returning from Ora- 
nienbaum, the summer residence of the late 
grand-duke Michael, to Peterhoff. It was 
a beautiful summer afternoon. We had 
not proceeded far when we found ourselves 
near a small bathing establishment of the 
grand-duke. It was erected for the ben- 
efit of his daughters.. <A soldier was 
guarding the causeway or bridge that ex- 
tended from the land to the little house 
in the water. We stopped to examine 
the establishment. The soldier was a pen- 
sive-looking man from Finland, but spoke 
the Russian and Swedish languages well. 
He was very civil in his manners. After 
we had left him and returned to our car- 
riage, happening to look again towards 
the little bath-house, we saw the soldier 
standing where we had parted with him, 
with his hat in his hand, reading a book. 
At our request the English merchant re- 
turned to inquire what it was the soldier 
was reading so reverently. He remained 
some time engaged in conversation with 
him. When he came to us he was so 
affected by what he had seen and heard, 
that it was some time before he could re- 
late it. He said the book which the sol- 
dier was reading was a tract in the Swed- 
ish language, which he knew, as many in 
Finland do, and related to both Temper- 
ance and the way of salvation. Said the 
soldier, ‘I have had this book two years, 
and I read it every day. It is the only 
book I possess. Since | have commenced 
reading it, I have never tasted a drop of 
brandy, nor will I as long as I live; and 
I have learned from it the way of salva- 
tion through Jesus Christ, and I am daily 
endeavoring to get ready for heaven. I 
cannot expect to find much happiness in 
this world as a Russian soldier ; but I am 
looking forward to that eternal life which 
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the Saviour has promised me.’’ Deeply 
touched by this simple and beautiful story, 
the young Englishman put his hand into 
his pocket, and gave to the soldier money 
enough to get a Bible and many tracts, 
and told him where to find the Bible and 
Tract depository in St. Petersburg. ‘*O,”’ 
said the soldier, ‘‘I shall then havea Bible! 
I never expected to enjoy that happiness. 
I shall not be able to go up to St. Peters- 
burg for some weeks ; but some of my mess 
will be going up soon, and I will send up 
by them and get the Book of God.”’ 
Whilst the government bas ordered the 
Bible to be translated into the vernacular 
of the great Russian people, the printing 
of the New Testament has been com- 
menced ; and whilst there is much doing 
to circulate the Scriptures in Finland, the 
Baltic Provinces,and among the dispersed 
German colonies in the empire, it is a 
matter that calls for devout thanksgiving 
that the interests of evangelical religion 
are advancing among the Protestants of 
Russia. In Finland, there isa growing 
spirit of foreign missions. This is indeed 
good news. But we have equally good 
news from Livonia, one of the Baltic prov- 
inces. At the meeting of the Lutheran 
Synod of that Province last year at Bol- 
mar, a very interesting discussion respect- 
ing foreign missions tovk place. This 
Synod sends its missionary contributions 
(last year about 5,000 rubles, or $4,000,) 
to the Lutheran Missionary Society of 
Leipzic. A deputy of the Synod to the 
annual meeting of the Leipzic Society 
made a report. One clergyman stated 
that in his parish four Esthonian boys, 
the sons of wealthy farmers, were prepar- 
ing, with the consent of their parents, for 
the foreign missionary service, and were 
to be sent, toward the close of the year, 
to the Institute of Leipzic. Several mo- 
tions for establishing a Russian Mission- 
ary Seminary, and for selecting some mis- 
sionary field of their own, were referred 
to the dioceses, and will be acted upon at 
this year’s Synod. At the close of the 
Synod, a young minister who had just 
finished his studies at the University of 
Dorpat, and who was on the point of en- 
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tering the Missionary Seminary of Leip- 
zi¢, in order to prepare for the mission in 
India, was solemnly ordained. — Chris- 
tian World, 


THE PROTESTANTS OF HUNGARY. 


The Protestant church of Hungary is, 
in one sense of the word, a voluntary 
church. She supports her own pastors 
and schools, and provides for all the ne- 
cessary expenses of her various appliances. 
Her clergy are chosen by the stipend- 
payers, whose voice the Superintendency 
may either affirm or annul. Her profes- 
sors and teachers are nominated to their 
respective offices, in the colleges and 
schools, by the ecclesiastical corporation 
which maintains and directs the institu- 
tions. The church has thus complete 
control over all her seminaries, from the 
highest to the lowest. The only right 
which the State possesses, is that of gen- 
eral surveillance, that nothing be taught 
prejudicial to her own political interests. 
And in the election of the pastors, her 
only demand is simply to be informed of 
the result. On the other hand, the 
church's only claim upon the State is 
that of protection against the violence of 
her persecutors. In her own spiritual 
domain, the church is almost, if not alto- 
gether, free. 

But this freedom has not been main- 
tained and secured without many a strug- 
gle. Often and nobly has the Hungarian 
church, like her Scottish sister, contended 
for the royal rights of the Redeemer, for 
the inalienable prerogative to frame and 
execute her own peculiar laws. In the 
seventeenth century, Protestantism in 
Hungary was well nigh extirpated, Pope 
Clement VIII. and the Jesuits and priests 
encouraging and aiding the harassing 
persecutions. The people were deprived 
of their churches and schools. Several of 
their pastors and teachers were transport- 
ed to Naples, and sold as galley-slaves for 
a ducat per head, and many of their no- 
bles were executed on the scaffold. Not 
till the reign of Leopold II. and the Diet 
of 1590-91, did the long-persecuted Prot- 
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estants, aided by the laity of the Roman 
Catholic church, in opposition to their 
priests, obtain once more the full enjoy- 
ment of their legal and chartered rights. 
From that date till 1849, the church en- 
joyed peace and prosperity. During the 
past thirteen years, her trials and suffer- 
ings have been repeated. The year after 
the memorable revolution of 1848, a min- 
isterial ordinance was published, abro- 
gating the church's control over the edu- 
cation of her own youth, and placing the 
schools under the superintendence of State 
authorities. Against this she protested, 
but in vain. Many of the schools were 
closed, or deprived of the privileges of 
public seminaries, and some were organ- 
ized in accordance with the ministerial 
decree. But a heavier blow was about 
to be inflicted. In 1850, the commander- 
in-chief in Hungary issued an ordinance 
abolishing the entire constitution of the 
church, and aiming at the erection of a 
pliable prelacy in its stead. He inter- 
dicted the public ecclesiastical assemblies, 
set aside the lay presidents, and invested 
the clerical presidents with an authority 
subordinate only to the civil government. 
Not one of the Reformed, and only a few 
of the Lutheran pastors complied with 
the terms of this ordinance. 

To harass the Protestants still more, 
Francis Joseph, the Emperor, published, 
at the instigation of the Minister of Wor- 
ship, his patent of lst September, 1859. 
This was little elee than a second edition 
of the obnoxious project which had al- 
ready been unanimously rejected. 

On the 12th of December, 1859, the 
Cisdanubian Reformed Superintendency 
had resulved to assemble at Pesth. The 
Government resolved to prevent this, and 
threatened all who should take part in 
the meeting. The garrison was ordered 
to be in readiness. The day came. All 
the delegates assembled, and proceeded, 
in the presence of an immense congrega- 
tion of every class and creed, to draw up 
@ unanimous protest. Commissioners 
having been appointed to lay it before 
the Emperor, at Vienna, the Superintend- 
ency closed in peace. Their example was 
a7 
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followed by the other Superintendencies. 
Very soon, however, all the members of 
these interdicted assemblies, along with 
all the avowed opponents of the patent, 
were summoned before the tribunals as 
disturbers of the public tranquillity. The 
accused had no difficulty in proving the 
constitutionality of their proceedings. 

In the first month of the following year, 
1860, Baron de Vay appeared in the cap- 
ital of Austria, at the head of a large 
deputation representing the entire Prot- 
estant church of Hungary. They de- 
manded, at the hands of the Ministry, de- 
liverance from the obnoxious patent.— 
Their complaints and protestations were 
reiterated, but in vain; and they had to 
leave without obtaining a personal inter- 
view with the Emperor. 

The gospel in Hungary hae been, and 
still is, greatly impeded in its progress 
by other matters than ministerial ordi- 
nances and Imperial patents. For many 
years Rationalism blighted its energies 
and diminished its fruits. Its ministers 
are few when compared with the popula- 
tion. Only two pastors are found, in sev- 
eral instances, attending to the spiritual 
interests of congregations composed of 
20,000 souls. This paucity of pastors is 
the result of the people’s poverty, which 
may be traced to the undeveloped resour- 
ces of the country. 

As regards the present organization of 
the church, all the ancient Superintend- 
encies have been restored; the Adminis- 


trators nominated by the Government. 
have been replaced by Superintendents . 
and High Curators legally selected; the - 
double presidency has been reéstablished ; . 


the self-government of the church, with 


regard to the management of her schools, . 
is again what it was of old; but she has. 
not yet obtained the power of convening ; 


a General Synod.— Moravian. 


THE NESTORIAN CONVERT. 
On our way to Gawar,—a first visit to 


that interesting field of former missionary 
labors,—we passed a night at Nazee.— 


We arrived just at dark, and as we ex-- 
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pected to resume our journey early on the 
next morning, we went at once to see pal- 
sied Benjamin, of whose simple piety, 
shining brightly amid deep poverty and 
protracted suffering, we had heard fre- 
quent mention, 

While as yet there was not a single re- 
generated person known in his village, 
and he himself was not spiritually awak- 
ened, he set his heart on learning to 
read. The priest, even, who taught the 
school, so far as is known, was not a con- 
verted man then. With great diligence 
Benjamin applied himself to his spelling- 
book. The missionary, in his visits to 
the school, always found him in his place, 
aman in the midst of children. So closely 
did he study, that at the end of the first 
winter he found he had seriously injured 
his eyesight, and he never again resumed 
his studies. During the winter in school, 
he had heard the Testament read daily, 
and it would seem that the truth thus 
lodged in his heart was the only instru- 
ment which the Spirit used for his con- 
version. When, and precisely how this 
took place, we have not been able to as- 
certain. He was the first one in his vil- 
lage to abandon the old faith, and accept 
of Christ as the only way of salvation. 
Shortly after, he was attacked with palsy, 
which for months confined him to his bed, 
scarcely able to move a limb. With this 
began a life of unmitigated poverty and 
deep distress. 

His love to his newly found Saviour 
impelled him to speak freely of Christ to 
all his neighbors, before his sickness, in 
his daily contact with them, and after- 
wards, whenever one chanced to come in 
to see him. Their enmity was thus 
greatly aroused, and he was stigmatized as 
one of the ‘‘Inglese,’’ (the name applied 
to all who have accepted the teachings of 
the missionaries, converted or uncon- 

- verted). Not able to work and provide 
for himself, he was dependent on the char- 
ity of his neighbors. The bishop com- 

.manded the people to have nothing to do 
~with him, not even to minister to his 
wants; an injunction that was faithfully 

. obeyed by all except the priest of the vil- 
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lage, who, having become enlightened, if 
not converted, dared to visit and nurture 
the poor invalid. He was reduced to 
great straits ; and when he was in deepest 
necessity, even his wife would desert him 
for a longer or shorter time. 

Many were the afflictions of this right- 
eous man, but his faith and love failed 
not. The Lord sustained and comforted 
him in them all. By almost a miracle of 
grace, his sister, in another village, was 
converted from a life of infamy to a life 
of unusual consecration to Christ; and 
she has since been his companion when 
deserted by his wife. They two have 
read the Scriptures together extensively, 
comforting and strengthening each other 
in faith and hope. Their lives give evi- 
dence of much holy communion with their 
Redeemer. 

When we reached his abode, we waited 
in the outer passage a few moments for a — 
light. He, learning who his visitors 
were, welcomed us from within, with 
hearty salutation, in tones of peculiar joy 
and delight. Following the feeble light 
that was brought, we entered his room, 
worthy of no better name than a hovel. 
It was the meanest and most insignificant 
abode which we had entered among all 
the Nestorians. It seemed little else than 
a hole in the ground, so close together 
were the mud walls and mud roof. 

It is now six years since his first attack 
of palsy. At present he is a little better, 
and is able to go about somewhat. We 
found him sitting up in his bed. His de- 
light at seeing us was evident from his 
glowing face and animated voice. The 
whole scene was one to enhance our view 
of the preciousness of the gospel of Christ, 
that could work such a wonder in dark 
Persia. He manifestly relished spiritual 
themes, and with fixed attention, his face 
radiant with satisfaction and joy, he lis- 
tened to the comforting, edifying words 
spoken by the native brother with us,—a 
fervent preacher of the gospel. He told 
us some things about himself ; how, lately, 
he had been in much spiritual doubt, 
tempted to distrust God, when, on a Sab- 
\ bath afternoon, the priest came in to visit 
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him as usual, and read to him of Pilgrim’s 


conflict with Apollyon. He took cour- 
age from Pilgrim's success, and has been 
joyful eversince. The book is now a con- 
tinual feast to him. Weasked him what 
thought was the sweetest to him. He 
replied, ‘That Christ died in my stead.’’ 
Ile patiently awaits the will of the 
Lord ; rejoicing when he is able to get 
out, that he may speak with his neigh- 
bors of Christ, and of the world to come ; 
and cheerfully resigned when his disease 
confines him to his bed. He is truly a 
shining trophy of saving grace. That 
dark, mud hovel in Nazee, will be ex- 
changed, ere long, for a mansion in -the 
golden city. How glorious such a change! 
How wonderful the love that makes it 
possible !— Miss. Herald, 


THE GOSPEL IN MANGATA. 


Had we, a few years ago, sailed along 
the shore of Mangaia, where now stand 
the Christian sanctuary and the mission- 
ary’s house, we should have seen nothing 
but a crowd of naked savages, shaking 
their clubs and balancing their spears, 
while their hoarse war-cry told the stran- 
gers that they were resolved to murder 
them if they attempted to land. How 
great and wonderful, then, must have 
been the change of which those two build- 
ings are the sign! And how natural to 
ask, What caused it? How was it 
brought about? 

The island of Mangaia, was discovered 
by Captain Cook in 1777, but it was not 
visited by a Christian missionary until 
John Williams went to it in 1823. But, 
although he wished to begin a mission 
there, the people were so wild and savage, 
that then no one could safely place him- 
self in their power. Two years after- 


wards, however, twonative teachers boldly 
swam on shore from the vessel that took 
them to the island, with nothing but their 
clothes,and a part of the New Testament, 
which had been printed in the Tahitian 
language. These were the brave men 
whom God honored as the instruments of 
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overthrowing idolatry, and laying the 
foundation of the great change since 
brought about in Mangaia. 

It would take up far too much space to 
describe the steps by which this change 
was reached. But the following letter, 
sent to the Directors, with money which 
they had raised for the London Mission- 
ary and Bible Societies, contains their 
own account of it :— 

‘*Friends, brethren, and sisters,—Bless- 
ings on you from God! When ‘Wil- 
liamoo’ first came to us, we were heathen. 
They brought us the Word of God, and 
we ill-treated them and their wives. We 
scattered their property, and took the 
books which they brought us and used 
them as ornaments in our heathen dances. 
This we did in our blindness; but when 
we knew the Word of God, we wept 
greatly. But the word spoken by Isaiah 
ix. 2, is now fulfilled. Through your 
compassion and prayers we have obtained 
the knowledge of Jesus our Saviour. Our 
former gods, many in number, were of 
wood and stone ; each family had its sep- 
arate god; but now we have one God, as 
it is written by Paul, Ephesians ii. 13. 
Look at that passage. Brethren, here is 
another little word t> you ; we are much 
in want of slates, paper, pens, ink, and 
pencils. We have learned to write on 
sand and on leaves, and we desire you to 
send us a supply of the things mentioned, 
We now greatly rejoice in the testimony 
of Paul, 2 Cor. v. 18,19. By that word 
we know our former state of blindness, 
and are now reconciled to God ; because 
of his great love, our war-clubs are laid 
aside and we are become brethren. 
(Signed) ‘*Numangatini, who collects, 

‘‘Solomona, who writes.’’ 


But the change among the Mangaians 
was not merely outward. Hundreds of 
them have been truly converted, and prove 
this by their conduct. In a letter lately 
sent by the Rev. W. Wyatt Gill toa friend 
in this country, he says: ‘* We are labor- 
ing here, not altogether in vain, we hope. 
Death has removed many to the presence 
of the Saviour they loved on earth. Some, 
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alas! have been hindered. But others 
are pressing forward to secure the heavenly 
prize. This morning, at the conclusion 
vf our Adult Bible Class (perhaps 200 in 
attendance), I found two young persons 
waiting for me at my house. Both were 
inquiring, ‘What must I do to be saved ?’ 
A few years since, idolatry, polygamy, 
and, to a certain extent, I believe, canni- 
balism prevailed here. The two young 
people I have referred to have never seen 
an idol, so completely has the former sye- 
tem of superstition been broken up by 
Christianity. Mr. G. Gill has, I dare 
say, told you many interesting particulars 
respecting his former sphere of labor.— 
Those labors have not been in vain in the 
Lord. There are three native pastors 
co-operating with me in the work. We 
have, in the three churches on this island, 
nearly 600 communicants. There are 
even more at Rarotonga.’’ 

The following account, from a native 
convert, describes the experience of many : 

‘*Liaten to me, my brethren,”’ said the 
oldest man in the settlement, when he 
was received into the church, ‘‘I am an 
old man, and, as I have now taken upon 
me the Word of Life, I will say a little 
about my former history. I was born a 
heathen. My father wasa great warrior, 
and he was resolved that I should be one 
too. I remember when I was very young 
he often led me out to see the bodies of 
the victims he had taken in war, and 
he taught me to eat human flesh. As I 
grew older, I was always with my father. 
He taught me all the manners and cus- 
toms connected with idol-worship and 
heathenism, and he gave me a war-club 
and a spear of his own making : and when 
I killed N——, of yonder settlement, he 
was much rejoiced. A great feast was 
prepared on the occasion, and afterwards 
I became wise in all the practices of the 
priesthood. And thus my heathen great- 
ness continued to increase, until the 
teachers, the men of Jehovah, came to our 
land. Some people at Oneroa received 
them, but we despised them. I was full 
of pride and anger towards them, and 
more than once I led my people to fight 
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against the Christian party. About three 
years ago, I went to the teacher's village 
to see my brother. There I first listened 
quietly to the meaning of the Word of 
God. Afterwards Maretu came to preach 
in this place. He visited me, and ex- 
plained to me all about myself and salva- 
tion. I then began to attend the Word 
of God on the day of the Lord, and my 
mind became enlightened. I felt that my 
heart was as old in sin as my body was 
old in years. I have truly been very 
wicked, but I am now looking to the 
Cross of Jesus. He is my Saviour—a 
great Saviour fora great sinner!’’ He 
then turned towards the members of the 
church, and said: ‘* Brethren, in the name 
of Jesus, receive me as one of his saved 
ones.’’—Juv. Miss. Mag. 


EFFORTS TO OBTAIN THE WORD 
OF GOD. 


Few accounts, in connection with the 
Bible Society’s operations, are more deeply 
interesting than the one thus narrated by 
the Rev. E. R. W. Krause, formerly of 
Rarotonga, one of the South-Sea islands. 

‘Among those who were first attracted 
by the power of the gospel, in the island 
of Borabora, none were, perhaps, more 
eager to learn to read than Notopu and 
his wife. He soon acquired a little pro- 
ficiency in that art from some who had 
been in the Windward Islands, where 
missionaries were located. It was there- 
fore with deep interest that he heard of 
Te Evanelia, viz. ‘the Gospel of St. Luke,’ 
which had arrived at Raiatea, having been 
printed in Eimeo. 

‘*Borabora was at that time in a very 
unsettled state : heathenism was still pre- 
vailing ; and property, and even women 
and children, left unguarded, were not 
safe. Willingly would Notopu at once 
have proceeded to Raiatea to obtain the 
great treasure, of whose arrival he had 
heard ; but, in the unsettled state of the 
island, it was hardly safe to leave his wife 
and three children alone, and go a jour- 
ney, the duration of which might be much 
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longer than at first anticipated, as, with- 
out a favorable wind, he could not return. 
He consulted his wife, who was equally 
anxious to obtain the much-coveted prize, 
but unwilling to be left alone with her 
family. They both resolved, therefore, to 
go, and take their children and all their 
valuable property with them, as he was 
possessor of a very large canoe. 

‘They left with a breeze, taking 
some bamboos of oil for the purchase of 
the gospel; yet fearing that they might 
arrive too late, and find all the gospels 
sold, and thus their journey prove useless. 

‘The favorable breeze soon carried them 
to the nearest coast of Raiatea (Huaru), 
being only thirty miles ; but on landing 
and inquiring after the gospel, they were 
told that it was in Opoa, on the other 
side of the island, twenty-five miles fur- 
ther ; moreover, they were told to make 
haste, as nearly all were sold. The wind 
was very light inside the reef; the canoe 
made but slow progress, as it seemed to 
the anxious couple, though they helped 
with all their might by paddling; but 
it was very late when they arrived at 
Opoa. Notopu, the moment the shore 
was reached, slung the bumboos of oil 
across his shoulders, sprang ashore, and 
hurried to the house where Te Evanelia 
was reported to be, and, to his great joy, 
received one of the few remaining copies, 
which they at once commenced spelling 
out, word by word. 

“After a few days the wind turning 
around, proved fair for Borabora. All 
preparations were made, food procured, 
and Notopu and family, rejoicing as one 
having found a great prize, set sail for 
Borabora again. The wind proved stronger 
than agreeable ; yet all went pleasantly as 
long as they were within the boundary of 
the great reef which surrounds both Raia- 
tea and Tahaa, But as soon as they 
came to the open sea, their prospect proved 
appalling ; the wind had risen toa gale, 
and Notopu would willingly have re- 
turned, if that had been possible. No- 


topu’s chief care was tosecure Te Evanelia 
from the wet. He wrapped it in several 
banana leaves, covered these over with 
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native cloth, and tied the bundle with a 
handkerchief on his head. The canoe 
was driven through the towering waves 
with fearful velocity, though only a small 
part of the sail was up, both Notopu and 
his wife steering, while the eldest child 
bailed. Already was Pitiao, the utmost 
corner of the Borabora reef, in sight, and 
Notopu hoped that their earnest prayer 
was answered, when a huge wave, tower- 
ing high above them, broke over their 
frail bark, yet about two miles from the 
reef, dashed it in halves, and turned the 
fragments over. All their property sunk 
at once, while both parents had a hard 
struggle to rescue their children ; one of 
which was entangled in the ropes under 
the canoe. 

“This accomplished, Notopu swam 
with his eldest boy ashore, telling his 
wife to take care of the two little ones. 
Several Boraboranians were on the reef 
fishing, but would render no assistance : 
they were still heathen. Notopu, with 
much effort, arrived safely on the reef, 
took Te Evanelia off his head, tied it on 
the head of his little boy, commanding 
him not to touch it, nor stir from the spot 
till he returned. He then sprung again 
into the violent sea, swimming for hia 
wife, who was drifting with the current 
farther from the land. His poor wife had, 
in the mean time, great trouble to secure 
her two little ones from the violence of the 
waves. Hardly had she set the one on 
the fragment of the canoe, telling him to 
hold while she herself swam after the 
other, when the waves, before she could 
secure the second, would wash off the 
first, and so again and again. At last 
her husband reached his poor struggling 
wife, took one of the children on his back, 
while his almost exhausted wife took the 
other, and both struck out for the shore, 
which they reached in safety. 

‘«*We did not care,’ said Notopu’s 
wife, many years afterwards, to the writer, 
‘for the loss of our fine canoe, though we 
never got one equal to it, nor for all our 
lost property : the joy of having now Te 
Evanelia far outweighed the loss of our 
property. We sat day and night reading 
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it over and over again, till we knew it by 
heart.’ 

“IT may add, that all her three boys be- 
came pious, and two of them valuable as- 
sistants to me during my labors in Bora- 
bora. The eldest became superintendent 
of the school; and having a very good 
memory, keen perception, and a skillful 
hand, I could give him a good knowledge 
of domestic medicive, and the minor op- 
erations of surgery. Both parents still 
lived, and rejoiced in their children, when 
failure of health, joined to domestic be- 
reavement, compelled me to leave my 
pleasant sphere of labor in Borabora, to 
which the most pressing wants of the 
Rarotonga Mission prevented my return- 
ing.’’—Ch. Juv. Instr. 


VERNACULAR PREACHING IN INDIA. 


The following passages are from the ‘Me- 
morials” of the Rev. A. F. Lacroix, prepared 
by his son-in-law, the Rev. Dr. Mullens.— 
They afford an illustration of the method 
which that distinguished preacher in Bengali 
adopted in addressing his Hindu hearers. It 
is well known that he devoted his entire time 
and strength to this important service; and in 
discharging it he attained a power over the 
Hindu mind greater than that of any European 
missionary of his day. 

An important question was early agi- 
tated in connection with preaching to 
the heathen, and is discussed hy some in 
the present day: In addressing heathen, 
should the errors of their system be ex- 
posed, or should only the truths of the 
gospel be enforced ? 

‘*Mr. Lacroix has expressed upon this 
matter, in the clearest way, views which 
experience has shown to be completely 
sound. ‘The principal theme of a mis- 
sionary’s preaching should by all means 
be the gospel ; the pure gospel, wherein, 
without human additions or retrench- 
ments, Christ is represented as the way, 
the truth, and the life, and as able and 
willing to save to the uttermost all who 
come to God through Him. Still, I be- 
lieve that it is absolutely necessary, in 
order to open a way for the reception of 
the gospel, to expose the false notions to 
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which the heathen adhere. I must con- 
fess that I have heard very excellent mis- 
sionaries deprecate the doing of this, 
under the idea that making the people ac- 
quainted with the excellency of Christian- 
ity would suffice, and of itself, by a nat- 
ural process lead them to discover the de- 
ficiency of their own system, and to induce 
them to abandon it. 

***A late friend of mine, who was of 
this opinion, often made use of the fol- 
lowing comparison to illustrate the sub- 
ject : ‘Let the sun rise, and darkness will 
of necessity recede ; let the sun of Chris- 
tianity be held forth to the heathen, and 
the darkness of Hinduism will vanish 
away without further effort.’’ This may 
appear plausible; yet I fear the illustra- 
tion is not quite to the point. The fact 
is, that the sun, when he shines forth, 
finds the generality of men possessed of 
eyes, prepared and anxious to behold his 
light, and therefore he is hailed with joy 
as soon as he appears on the horizon. But 
I would ask, What good can the bright 
luminary confer on persons who are de- 
prived of their eyesight, and incapable 
either of beholding his radiance, or of 
valuing the benefits of the light he is 
emitting? Christianity, certainly, is a 
sun, and a sun of great resplendency in 
the moral firmament; but it finds the 
Hindus so blinded by their idolatrous 
creed and their prejudices, that it shines 
upon them in vain. A surgical opera- 
tion, therefore, is requisite to remove the 
cataract from their spiritual vision ; and 
this operation is the exposing the errors 
of their system. When this is accom- 
plished, and not before, will they be ca- 
pable of viewing and receiving the gospel 
as a message of glad tidings.’ 

“In acting upon these principles, Mr. 
Lacroix would assail at various times all 
the principal elements of the Hindu sys- 
tem, egpecially those which enter most 
largely into the creed of the vulgar. The 
doctrine of the one God would be con- 
trasted with the Hindu creed that there 
are many within the one; the folly of 
idolatry ; the evils of caste ; the fruitless- 
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ness of pilgrimage ; the insufficiency of 
Hindu atonements and modes of salvation ; 
the doctrine of transmigration, and other 
errors, would at all times be examined 
and exposed. Inexposing them he would 
make free use of the legends and stories 
of the Hindu sacred books, with which 
the people are in general well acquainted. 
In proving that the gods of the Hindus, 
though professedly emanations from the 
Supreme, are no gods at all, he would 
contrast the attributes of the Supreme 
with the qualities, character, and deeds 
ascribed to these various deities by their 
own books. Thus, he would say: ‘God 
is omniscient ; but Vishnu did not know 
how to create the three worlds till he had 
taken the form of a fish and searched for 
the Vedas beneath the deluge waters ; he 
knew not that the giants were drinking 
the nectar, until he was told ; as Ravi, be 
knew not whether his queen had been ear- 
ried away. Kale danced without knowing 
it,on the body of her husband Siva ; how, 
then, can these be God? God, again, is 
omnipotent; but how can Surjyadeba be 
God? At the feast of Dokkyo, Siva in 
anger knocked out his teeth, and he has 
not replaced them to this day ; do not the 
Hindus offer him boiled rice in conse- 
quence? Where is the mercy of God in 
Kali, when she only rejoices in the blood 
of her enemies and does not forgive ?— 
Where is his justice in Vishnu, when he 
allowed Ajamil to escape by a quibble? 
Where is his purity in the wickedness of 
Jugurnath ?’ These illustrations he would 
make more pointed and impressive by de- 
scribing the stories in detail, perhaps re- 
ferring to only one or two in the course 
of a single sermon. He would at times 
be more practical still. On one occasion, 
at the Simila chapel, he had been arguing 
with a man on the subject of Pantheism. 
The man was very stubborn, and would 
receive nothing advanced against his fa- 
vorite views. Mr. Lacroix, therefore, 
said he would argue no more ; and, before 
the congregation, suddenly seized the 
man’s umbrella and began walking out of 
the chapel. The man called after him, 
and said, ‘Sir, that is my umbrella.’— 
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‘Your umbrella, do you say? Have you 
not declared that Brahm is everything? 
that he is you, and I, and all these peo- 
ple? How, then, can there be such a thing 
as mine, yours? The umbrella is mine, 
as much asit is yours, on your own show- 
ing.’ The people laughed ; the man was 
silenced, and left the place without an- 
other word. 

‘*All these discussions were conducted 
with good temper, without raillery or re- 
viling, with the serious purpose of show- 
ing the real error of the Hindu creed. 
They were listened to with profound at- 
tention and almost always commanded 
assent. At times they touched the au- 
dience more deeply. When telling one 
of these stories, which in themselves have 
many elements of the absurd, his great 
command of words, his graphic descrip- 
tion, his changes of voice, his slightly 
dramatic manner, and a small spice of 
mimicry thrown into the story, would 
bring out its absurdities into such bold 
relief that the effect was exquisitely lu- 
dicrous ; there was no resisting conviction. 
The people roared with laughter, and 
would break out with loud assertions of 
‘True, true! he speaks the exact truth.’ 
Ina moment he would turn upon them 
in the most serious tone ; and while they 
listened with deep attention, he would 
press home upon them the follies of idol- 
atry, and then pour forth in an earnest 
stream the free salvation of the true in- 
carnation, and beseech them for Christ's 
sake to be reconciled unto God. 

‘It isa strong proof of the courtesy 
and generally kind feeling of the Hindus 
of Bengal, that though Mr. Lacroix was 
in constant intercourse with them for 
many years, arguing against the religion 
of their fathers, and seeking that another 
and despised faith should be accepted in 
its place, he was always treated with re- 
spect ; scarcely the slightest rudeness was 
ever offered to him. Yet he was fre- 
quently alone with them; travelling 
among them, visiting towns in the inte- 
rior, and was so far quite at their mercy. 
Only on one single occasion was injury 
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ever offered him, and then, but for the 
promised protection of the Master, it 
might have been severe. He was preach- 
ing one evening in the chapel at Pontonia, 
in Calcutta, when, without any reason 
furnished by himself, a Hindu fanatic 
came quietly behind him, and with a big 
stick aiming a blow at his head, endeav- 
ored to knock him down. Providentially 
at that moment he turned; and the blow 
fell on his shoulder. The people jumped 
up in a moment and seized the man, call- 
ing aloud for the police. He stopped them ; 
and then, placing the man in front of the 
crowd, without a particle of anger in his 
voice or manner, he thus addressed him : 
*You have endeavored to do mea severe 
injury, and I might very justly complain 
against you and have you punished. But 
the religion I preach teaches me to for- 
give those who do me harm ; for the sake 
of that religion, therefore, I forgive you 
and will let you go away.’ Truly ‘the 
wrath of man shall praise God.’ This 
simple incident produced a far deeper im- 
pression, and called forth a louder demon- 
stration than any sermon he ever preached. 
Struck with the exceeding kindness of the 
deed, the audience in the chapel, Hindus 
though they were, at once burst into a 
loud shout: Victory, victory to Jesus 
Christ!’ 


NARRATIVE OF A NATIVE CONVERT 
IN INDIA. 


The following narrative was communicated 
by a native convert in Calcutta, Babu Tarini 
Churu Mitter, to the Presbyterian General 
Assembly of Calcutta. 


I was born, I believe, in the year 1830, 
and am descended from a respectable fam- 
ily at Bhobainpore, in the suburbs of Cal- 

-cutta. My father died when I was a 
‘child, and since his death, up to my con- 
version, I lived with my grandfather on 
my mother’s side. I was strictly brought 
up as a Hindu; and both my mother and 
her father took great care about my mor- 
als; and I am thankful to say that they 
had bestowed so much care on me. I 
mention this, because I know by experi- 
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ence, that the training of childhood exerts 
a great influence on a man’s conduct in 
after life. At the age of fifteen, or there- 
about, I changed Hinduism for Deism, 
and often felt scruples in bowing down to 
the idols; but Deism is cold, and it does 
not infuse vitality in its professors, and I 
could not openly venture to avow my 
principles, except among those who were 
of like mind with myself. 

For a year or so I was ina state of 
transition ; and even after I was admitted 
as a pupil of the Scottish Institution in 
Calcutta, and had commenced the reading 
of the Scriptures, I was blind as before 
as regarded eternity, and our reconcilia- 
tion with an offended Deity. Writings 
of infidel authors were put into my hands, 
and much of my time was devoted to the 
reading of these books; and the result 
was obvious. 

While a pupil of the Institution, I 
would venture to speak openly against 
Christ and his blessed gospel, just before 
the presence of your missionaries, when 
in the evenings the missionaries used to 
preach at Cornwallis’s Square. And who 
could then think that I should become a 
follower of Him who has said, ‘* Learn of 
me, for [am meek and lowly’’? Spirit- 
ual pride had eaten up my soul, and the 
merits of a crucified Saviour were hid 
from my eyes. 

I could scarcely relish the thought that 
an innocent person, as Christ was repre- 
sented in the Scriptures to be, should die 
for those who deserved nothing but death ; 
and that Almighty God, who is just and 
holy, should consent to such an arrange- 
ment. All this appeared to me to be pre- 
posterous ; and it must be so, as long as 
one’s eyes are not enlightened from on 
high. It is only by Divine grace that we 
can know the Lord Jesus; and God's 
grace to me, a wretched sinner, has, in- 
deed, been very great. 

The circumstance which first led me to 
think seriously of the truths of our holy 
faith, was this: The Rev. Mr. Herdman 
was laid up with fever for a few days, 
and one day I went to see him. I found 
him quite happy on his sick-bed, and, at 
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the same time, speaking so earnestly of 
the future world, that I could not return 
but with this impression, that there must 
be something in Christianity. I then 
commenced to read the evidences of Chris- 
tianity, and the refutations of infidel ar- 
guments against it,and my mind was 
disabused of the prejudices I had imbibed ; 
but still I did not feel the need of a cruci- 
fied Saviour. Both Messrs. Herdman and 
Ogilvie appeared to be anxious that I 
should know Christ ; and I am thankful 
to say that both these gentlemen, notwith- 
standing the annoyance I gave them in 
the school room by cavilling at Scripture 
in the evenings and on Sundays, when 1 
saw them, exhorted me to read the Scrip- 
tures sincerely, and earnestly to ask of 
God in prayer to open my eyes. 

The frequent conversations I had with 
them, and the reading of Scriptures and 
prayer, gradually led me to apprehend 
the truth that I was a sinner, and that 
Jesus had died for my sins. When I be- 
gan to feel that I was a sinner, and that 
my sins could only be pardoned by the 
intercession and merits of Jesus Christ, 
the difficulty I had in reconciling how the 
just could die for the unjust, no longer 
troubled my mind. A great deal of our 
difficulties and doubts arises from our not 
feeling that we are sinners, and that our 
sins can only be pardoned in the way ap- 
pointed by God. I then made up my 
mind to avow my faith in Jesus, and, 
through Divine grace, I was admitted 
into the Christian church by baptism on 
February 3, 1847. 

Ever since I have been a Christian, I 
have cherished the thought of becoming a 
missionary of the Cross, though I might 
not have shown much zeal for it. Four 
years after my baptism, I was admitted 
as a teacher in the General Assembly's 
Institution at Caloutta; and though I 
was connected with it, as a teacher, for 
three years, I could see no prospect of my 
becoming an ordained minister. 

As 1 was then merely a teacher, and 
received a small salary, I left the mission 
and went up to Gyah as second-master of 
the Government school at that station. 
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I was at Gyah for three years, and latter- 
ly I began to feel that I ought not to 
stop in a school where Christianity was 
excluded ; and add to this, I was told that 
my Christianity was a bar to my being 
appointed to a head-mastership in a Gov- 
ernment school in Behar. In 1857 I left 
Gyah and came up to Tirhoot, as an in- 
spector of post-offices. At Mozufferpore I 
becaine acquainted with the Rev. Mr. W. 
Parry, of the Additional Clergy Society ; 
and that gentleman often said to me 
that, as a convert to Christianity, I was 
not doing right to serve Government, and 
not to engage in missionary work. I 
found that as long as I was in the Gov- 
ernment service, I could scarcely find 
time to speak of Jesus’s love to my be- 
nighted countrymen. Now and then I 
took opportunity to speak to people about 
Christ and his gospel, but the attempts 
were desultory; and I felt that unless I 
was engaged in direct missionary work, 
I could not be useful to my countrymen. 

The more | thought of this, the more I 
began to feel that I had a duty to dis- 
charge towards my kinsmen in the flesh, 
which, in Government service, I could 
not fulfil; and that I was not truly 
grateful to my God. I thought that 
Christ loved me first, and that, through 
his Divine grace, I was brought out of 
heathen darkness into the marvellous light 
of his gospel; and what love did I mani- 
fest towards Him, when I could see my 
poor countrymen dying in heathen dark- 
ness, and without Christ in the world, 
without any effort on my part to bring 
them to Christ? I made this a subject 
of my prayers, and I am most thankful 
to say that I believe that I have been 
moved by the Divine Spirit to aspire to 
such a glorious office, the office of an 
evangelist. 

It is now more than a year since [ 
communicated my desire to engage in 
missionary work, and I beg to say that I 
do sincerely and earnestly wish to become 
a missionary of Christ’s gospel to my 
countrymen. It is my earnest prayer 
that I may consecrate the remainder of 
my life in the service of my dear Saviour. 
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In abandoning government service, I leave 
behind all prospects of future rising in 
the world; and not only this, but of ob- 
taining a pension in old age. 

I have no doubt that, if it be for God's 
glory, I shall be privileged to become an 
ambassador of my beloved Saviour's gos- 
pel to my countrymen. May I be filled 
by Divine grace to be useful in Christ's 
vineyard.— Home and For. Record. 


ROBERT MORRISON. 


The earliest labors of the London Mis- 
sionary Society were in the islands of the 
Southern Seas. They were small spots, 
with few inhabitants, compared with some 
other parts of the world which were quite 
as dark, and neeeded the gospel just as 
much. But the wonderful things which 
God has since wrought in Polynesia, 
plainly show that the Directors were led 
by his hand when they sent the gospel 
there. Atthe same time, other countries 
drew their attention, and they resolved to 
seek their good also. Let us turn to the 
great and wonderful empire of China. 
Here there were difficulties to be overcome 
which would have discouraged all but 
men of strong faith and large hearts. The 
country was nearly closed against Euro- 
peans ; the language seemed strange, and 
more difficult than any other ; while the 
people were not only wicked and supersti- 
tious, but very proud. They called their 
land ‘‘The Flowery Land,”’ ‘*The Celestial 
Empire,’’ and other names of a similar 
kind, while the English and other Europe- 
ans were ‘‘Outside Barbarians,’’ ‘*Imps,”’ 
and even worse, in their esteem. But 
these did not move the Directors. They 
resolved to trust in God, and to try 
what the gospel could do, even for the 
Chinese. 

But where were the men for such a work 
as this? Had you been living in the year 
1806, and had you, at that time, gone 
into the Library of the British Museum, 
you might have seen a plain, quiet-look- 
ing youth sitting at one of the tables with 
a book open before him, and his eyes fixed 
full upon it. As you drew near to the 
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spot, you would have found that this book 
was not in English, or French, or Latin, 
or Greek, or any other language with the 
appearance of which you were acquaint- 
ed; but, on the contrary, in one very 
different from them all. The words would 
have seemed to you a perfect puzzle ; and 
you searcely need to be told what a very 
hard task it must have been to learn to 
read and speak such a language, espec- 
ially without a grammar or dictionary. 
But what is the book over which this 
thoughtful-looking youth is bending, and 
which he is trying to understand? It is 
a part of the New Testament, which very 
many years befure had been translated by 
some unknown person in China. And 
who is the student? It is Robert Morri- 
son, whose name since then has become so 
well known, and who, in future ages, will 
be loved and honored by millions in China, 
as the man who first gave them God's 
Word in their own tongue. 

But the great Master he served had 
qualified him, and called him forth for 
this service. Having done what he could 
in this country to prepare himself for fu- 
ture labor, in 1807 he sailed for Canton. 
But the only Englishmen who then lived 
in this city were merchants and traders. 
No Protestant missionary had as yet gone 
thither ; and if the mandarins had known 
who Mr. Morrison was, and what he came 
to do, they would have sent him at once 
from their shores. Of this he was well 
aware. But he resolved to keep his se- 
cret, until he had got more knowledge of 
the language, and had laid a good foun- 
dation for the labors of himself and of 
others to come after him. 

And now, if you could have looked in 
upon this devoted young man, you would 
searcely have believed that it could be the 
same, who, two or three years before, had 
sat so still and so studious in the Library 
of the British Museum. But it is really 
he. There he is, in a lower room of a Chi- 
nese house. Everything in that room and 
in that house shows that he had chosen 
the lodging because it was out of the way, 
and also because it was cheap. Upon the 
table before him there is an earthenware 
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lamp, and a volume of Matthew Henry’s 
‘‘Commentary’’ is placed behind it asa 
screen. His clothes are no longer such as 
he wore in England ; for he is now dressed 
like a Chinese. His hair, too, and his 
nails, have grown long like theirs ; and if 
you could have watched him when he 
took his dinner, you would have seen him 
use chopsticks, and not a knife and fork 
as he used todo. Whether he was wise 
in all this, we need not stop to inquire ; 
but we must allow that he did it because 
he believed that thus he could best accom- 
plish the work which had brought him 
to China. ‘Your missionary,’’ he wrote 
to the Directors, ‘‘sits here to-day, on the 
confines of the empire, learning the lan- 
guage of the heathen, believing that it is 
the cause of Him, who can and will over- 
turn every mountainous difficulty that 
may oppose the progress of the glorious 
gospel.’’ 

But in 1808 this plodding laborer was 
obliged to leave Canton with all his coun- 
trymen. He therefore went to Macao. 
But here, too, he was obliged to work in 
secret ; and the first time he ventured even 
to walk out, was by moonlight. Nor was 
such fear and caution unnecessary. Many 
there were around him, who had both the 
power and the will to put a stop to his 
studies and to send him away. Still, on 
and on he went; now getting over one 
difficulty in the language, then over an- 
other. Thus he was cheered and rewarded 
in his great work. At length, in 1808, 
he took the offer of translator to the com- 
pany of merchants at Canton ; because he 
believed he could, in this situation, better 
do the work for which he came to China, 
and at the same time save the Society the 
expense of his support. 

But perhaps, some reader may ask 
whether he was not all this time trying 
to teach some of the poor blinded heathen 
around him the great truths of the gospel. 
This question we can easily answer. He 
did not preach—indeed he dared not try. 
If he had spoken to the Chinese publicly 
on the subject of religion, he would soon 
have been silenced, and most likely have 
been sent away. But though he could 
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not, like many other missionaries, stand 
furth and proclaim the gospel to the hea- 
then, he did what he could. He got se- 
cret meetings with a few of the natives in 
his own room on Sabbath days, and there, 
with the doors locked lest some enemy 
should enter, he explained the Scriptures, 
and pointed out to them the way to 
heaven. Gladly would he have done more 
than this ; but the time had not yet come. 


Thus did this good and great man carry 
on his work. It was indeed the day of 
small things. The people of the world 
would have laughed at the idea that an 
obscure individual could do anything to- 
ward converting the hundreds of millions 
of China. But he knew in whom he be- 
lieved, and was sure that if he could only 
translate God's Word into theirlanguage, 
He would give it success. Soon he went, 
until, in 1810, the Acts of the Apostles 
was ready for the press; and in the next 
year he wrote a tract on Redemption, 
which was widely spread and much prized. 
Then, in 1812, appeared the Gospel ac- 
cording to Luke. 


But now Satan began to see that, if 
this work went on, he would not always 
keep his hold upon China so easily as he 
had done. He thereupon stirred up the 
rulers of the people to put forth their 
hands to stop it. And then the Chinese 
Government published a decree against 
Christianity, which declared that if any 
one preached the gospel, or printed reli- 
gious books, they should suffer death. 
But quietly, yet steadily, Mr. Morrison 
carried forward his work, until, in Jan- 
uary, 1814, he had finished the printing of 
the New Testament in the Chinese. 


Now, this sketch of a short part of the 
late Dr. Morrison’s history is quite enough 
to teach us how much one single Chris- 
tian-minded man can do for God and his 
fellow-creatures, when, ‘‘body, soul, and 
spirit,’ he gives himself to it. Let us 
then learn from this, the duty to be ear- 
nest, together with the encouragement 
that if we ‘expect great things,”’ and 
rightly ‘‘attempt them,’’ God will give us 
our heart’s desire.—Juv. Miss. Mag. 
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VANCOUVER ISLAND. 

In a prize essay just published, on the 
resources and capabilities of this colony, 
the writer remarks :—‘‘The different reli- 
gious denominations are thus represented 
in Vancouver Island,— Church of England, 
Church of Rome, Wesleyan, Congrega- 


tional, Presbyterian, Jewish and Baptist. | 


The Episcopalian churches are each under 
the superintendence of a bishop, with effi- 
cient staffs of parochial and missionary 
clergy. The other congregations are very 
ably directed, and are under the spiritual 
guidance of earnest, intellectual, efficient 
pastors. The great majority of the natives 
are in a state of heathenism ; vigorous 
missionary efforts are, however, being 
made by both the churches of England 
and of Rome to reclaim them, educational 
being combined with spiritual instrue- 
tion.” 

As the particulars may prove interest- 
ing to many readers, it may be mentioned 
that there are on the island nine clergy- 
men of the church of England, including 
a bishop and archdeacon, besides six others 
in British Columbia. The mission had 
lost two laborers, who have returned 
to England. They are all zealous, and 
none more so then bishop Hills, who is 
at present on his way to the gold region 
with three assistants, with a view to min- 
ister in holy things to the mining popu- 
lation. Like a good shepherd, the bishop 
follows the sheep through all their wan- 
derings over his extensive diocese, and to 
fold them has summoned to his aid effi- 
cient pastors, and has erected within three 
years eight churches, four of which have 
been consecrated within the last few 
months ; and he has contracted for two 
others, which are to be finished by his re- 
turn from Cariboo. Commanding both 
money and influence to a large amount, 
he has already secured considerable prop- 
erty for the church. Some might ques- 
tion the propriety of investing in tracts 
of land and town lots, money con- 
tributed for missionary objects. But as 
property is rising in value, and as money 
is worth from twenty to thirty per cent. 
per annum, the cautious investments of 
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the bishop are likely to become valuable 
foundations for educational and evangel- 
istic operations in the future. The chureh 
of England has shot far ahead of all other 
denominations in the colony, and under 
the fostering care of its clergy, a few con- 
gregations are likely to be self-supporting 
this year; and should our immigration 


continue, the churches in Victoria will 


require to be enlarged to accommodate 
the influx of adherents from the mother 
country, Canada, and Australia. ‘The 
Church Reserve’’ has been given to the 
bishop. It contains twenty-five acres in 
the heart of Victoria, and will afford a 
magnificent site fur a cathedral, which 
the bishop purposes to erect so soon as he 
can command the means. Miss Coutts 
has sent out for it already a first class or- 
gan and a chime of bells, which, unfor- 
tunately, for want of storage, are lying 
for weeks in the open air. 

Of Protestant denominations, the Wes- 
leyans rank next to the church of Eng- 
land in number and agency. There are 
in this colony three Methodist ministers, 
and two in British Colombia. Four 
churches and an Indian school-house have 
been built by them. The superintendent 
is on his way to Cariboo, where he will 
be assisted by two additiona) preachers. 
Hundreds of Wesleyans, including several 
local preachers, have come from Canada 
within the last month or two; and prob- 
ably the denomination is as numerous just 
now as any in these colonies. The super- 
intendent is an able minister, and his 
agents are exceedingly devoted to the di- 
vine work. 

Presbyterianism is represented by a 
missionary in either colony. They are 
but a short time in the field, and their 
congregations are comparatively small, as 
the old Scotch settlers and their children 
have become members of other churches, 
and the adherents of the church of Scot- 
land who have recently arrived appear to 
fraternize with the church of England. 

The Congregational church has one 
missionary in Victoria, and his congrega- 
tion is made up of people of different per- 
suasions, who, it is said, all agree as to 
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one point, namely, to ‘*keep negroes in 
their own place.’’ The minister is a well 
read and worthy man, and no one de- 

plores more than he the unhappy contro- 

versy about the colored question, which 

has proved so injurious to the interests of 

religion in this and other colonies. The 

majority of the citizens of color—a pretty 

numerous class—are Baptists. But as 

there is no minister of that persuasion 

here, the few who frequent places of wor- 

ship patronize the church of England in 

preference to others. 

There are in Victoria one hundred 
and fifty Hebrews. They have a priest, 
but no synagogue, and they do not ob- 
serve any Sabbath. Their publie devo- 
tions for the year are compressed into the 
Week of Atonement, when they parrot 
their prayers with surprising rapidity, 
reading a liturgy which few of them con- 
fessedly understand, and rehearsing as 
rapidly as possible, to prevent their at- 
tention being diverted from Him to whom 
they desire to pray. As the law regulat- 
ing Sabbath observance is not enforced, 
not a few of them keep open their places 
of business on the Lord's day. Indeed, 
Sabbath observance in these colonies is so 
little regarded, that a stranger seeing our 
crowded streets, even during the hours of 
Divine service, could hardly distinguish 
the sacred day from any of all the seven. 
Our American cousins, and neighbors 
from the European continent, not to men- 
tion a number of our own young men 
abroad, do not remember the Sabbath day 
to keep it holy. 

Roman Catholics are perhaps the most 
numerous denomination in these colonies, 
and their organization is in a compara- 

tively advanced stage, including two edu- 
cational establishments, a nunnery, and 
two or more Indian schools, besides a 
strong staff of brothers, clerical and lay, 
under the superintendence of a hishop, 
who has heen twenty years on this coast, 
and of whom Sir George Simpson wrote 
in his Voyage Round the World in 1841: 
—‘*We reached the Cowlitz Farm, where 
the Rev. Mr. Demers breakfasted with us. 
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country between Nisqually and Fraser’s 
River. At Langley he had seen upwards 
of 3,000 inhabitants of Vancouver Island, 
who had been fishing there during the 
summer. Everywhere the natives received 
him with the greatest respect. They had, 
however, been very much puzzled with re- 
gard to the sex of their visitor. From 
his dress they took him for a woman, but 
from his beard for a man ; but feeling that 
such inconsistencies could not both be 
true, they pursued a middle course, by 
referring him to a distinct species.’’ The 
bishop now dresses very plain, and com- 
mands general respect ; while he has great 
influence among the natives, thousands 
of whom have engrafted germs of Roman- 
ism on their own heathenish and sanguin- 
ary superstitions. They learn sacred mu- 
sic, and appear to like it as well as that 
accompaniment of devil-worship, the war- 
dance, but they care not for the practice 
of Christian morality. They wash their 
face on Sunday in honor of their new re- 
ligion, and to please the priest ; but they 
paint it again on Monday to appease the 
manes of the departed. They believe the 
Great Spirit is too good to require their 
regards, while they pay lowly adoration 
to objects of which they dream during 
the season of religious reverie ; and, to pro- 
pitiate the skookum or demon of which 
they sometimes fancy they are possessed, 
they will sacrifice a fellow-creature: or 
having torn a living dog to pieces, they 
will devour the bleeding victim, entrails 
and all.— News of the Churches. 
DONATIONS. 
REcEIVED IN SspremBER, 1862. 


Maine. 
Bath, ch. 20; New Gloucester, 
ch. 7.27; Paris, lst ch. 50; 
Fremont, Sab. Sch., a small 
class, for Bibles, 81 ots. ; War- 
ren, ch., of wh. 12 is fr. the 
Ladies’ ‘Bap. For. Miss. Soc., 
Mrs. Eliza A. Kennedy tr., 
34; West Waterville, ch. 5; 
Wells, C. Case, for Bibles, 1; 118.08 
Waterville, Boardman Miss. 
Soc. 2; Calais, Missionary 
Convention 15.37; Eastport, 
ch., of wh. 46.79 is fr. the 
Juv. Miss. Soc., 81.50; per 


He had just returned from visiting the 


Rev. Wm. Dean, D.D. 98.87 
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Lincoln Asso., Asa Perkins ‘Tr. 
for For. Missions,” Thomas- 
ton, 2nd ch. 23.22; Camden, 
2nd ch. 2.81; St. George, 2nd 
ch. 4; 3d ch. 5.50; South 
Thomaston, 2nd ch. 1.25; 
coll. at Asso. 13.52; 

Saco River Asso., Bradbury 
Seavey tr., 77.19 

Oxford Asso., 5. D. Andrews 
tr., Peru, ch. 3; Turner, ch. 

10.00 

Hancock Asso., D. Morgan Jr. 
tr., coll. at Ellsworth 13.74; 
Sedgewick, ch. and soc. 26.35; 

Mt. Desert, Mrs. Manchester 
3; 43.09 

Piscataquis Asso., C. M. Her- 
ring tr., 12.20; Dover and 
Foxcroft Village, ch. 6.17; 
South Dover, ch. 2; 

Penobscot Asso., J. C. White 
tr., 21.47; Carmel, Rev. B. 
D. Small 59 cts.; Bangor, Ist 
ch., Fem. Miss. Soc. 21; 2nd 
ch., of wh. 12 is fr. Sab. Sch., 
53.89; West Hampden, Ephra- 
im Pickard 2; Charleston, 
ch. 2; D. Herrick 1; Hodg- 
don, Sab. Sch. 1; Kendus- 
keag, a sister and two small 
boys 35 cts.; 2 sisters 50 cts. ; 
L. Everett and fam. 6; Rey. 
T. B. Robinson, for distrib. 
of the Bible in For. lands, 5; 
No. Newport, ch., of wh. 4 is 
for distrib. of Bibles in For, 
lands, 6.25; Belfast Planta- 
tion, four sisters 50 cts.; Am- 
ity, quarterly meeting 83 cts. ; 
Houiton, R. C. and J. Spaul- 
ding 2; friends 3.44; Orient, 
coll. 5v cts.; John Collier 50 
cts.; No. 11 Range 1, Sab. 
Sch. 75 cts.; Enfiela, Youth’s 
For. Miss. Soc. 2; Mrs. L. 
Messer 50 cts.; Hampden, lst 
ch. 12; 


20.37 


144.07 
-— 561.97 
New Hampshire. 
Exeter, Elm st. ch. 5; Mason 
Village, ch., L. A. Elliott tr., 


Dublin Asso. 4; Keene, ch. 6; 
Meredith Asso., A. J. Hail tr., 3.85 


Vermont, 
McIndoes Falls, Arch Renfrew 
2; Vershire, Rey. C. J. Rugg 
and wife 1 ea., and 1 fr. Sab. 
Sch., for printing Bibles for 
Kareng, 3; 5.00 
Massachusetts, 
Boston, Union ch., Geo. W. 
Chipman tr., 30.59; Mrs. Jus- 
tin Dimwmick 3; Charlestown, 
Bunker Hill ch., 23.81; West 
Cambridge, ch., Thos. 0. 
Hutchinson tr., mon. con. 
20.78; Fairmount, ch., L. B. 
ange tr., 3.07; West Med- 
ay, ch. 21; 
"New Bedford, William st. ch., 
L. C. Hewins tr., of wh. 5 is 
for printing Karen Scriptures, 


102.25 


Donations. 


66; gee, Green st. 
ch. 


Salisbury, Miss S. T. Osgood 
6; Southbridge, Central ch. 
52; Weston, a friend, for Bi- 
bles for the Karens, 2; Hol- 
liston, ch. 7; Northfield, Ma- 
ry Barber, of wh. 2 is for 
— the Bible in Sgau 

aren, 5; 

Boston South Bap. Asso., Addi- 
son Boyden tr., Foxboro, ch., 
of wh. 15 is fr. the Ladies’ 
For. Miss. Soc., 

Wachusett Asso., L. H. Brad- 
ford tr., Harvard, ch. 7; 
Sterling, ch. 5.50; West Boyls- 
ton, ch. 44; Barre, ch. 2.58; 
Winchendon, ch. 5.55; South 
Gardner, ch. 15.70; Fitch- 
burg, ch. 19.67; to cons. Mrs. 
Sarah M. Bradford Hon. Mem. 
for Life, 

Sturbridge Asso., Thomas Bond 
tr., Sturbridge, D. Mason 1; 
Ware, ch. 2; 


Rhode Island. 


East Providence, Ist ch., Fem. 
Miss. Soc. 12; Providence, 
Jefferson st. ch., Charles W. 
Pidge tr., 18.57; 

Connecticut, 


Stamford, ch., Z. B. Nichols tr., 
245.55; Haddam, Mrs. Nan- 
cy P. Pease 100; Preston, ch., 
amem. 5; Plainville, ch. 5; 
Avon, Mrs. C. D. Bissell 5; 

New York. 

New York city, Rev. Geo. W. 
Dodge 10; Saratoga Springs, 
Istch. 18; Rochester, a friend 
1; Masonville, 5. B. Knee- 
land 52 cts.; Adams Village, 
ch., mon. con. 10; South Ot- 
selic, J. T. Jameson, M. D. 
2; Ogdensburgh, ch., Sab. 
Sch. 12; Randolph, Rev. W. 
H. Husted 5; Sardinia, Elihu 
Rice 5; 

Steuben Asso., Dea. 8. B. Wix- 
son tr., 

Cayuga Asso., E. Dean tr., 

Yates Asso., Penn Yann, Geo. 
W. Shannon tr., 

Union Asso. 7.59; Yorktown, 
ch. 4.05; Red Mills, ch. 4.75; 
Patterson, ch. 11.50; Bedford, 
ch., of wh. 28 is fr. F. M. 
Soc., 30.50; Cross ch. 
4. 15; Banksville, ch. 5; 8. C. 
Holmes 1; per Rey. 0. ‘Gules, 
agent, 

Orleans Asso., Gaines and Mur- 
ray, ch. 5; Yates, ch. 28.25; 
Carleton, Centre, ch. 5.51; 
Kendall, ch. 1; Knowlsville, 
ch. 1.33; Holley, ch. 6.39; 
per Rev. O. D., agent, 

Cattaraugus Asso., Great Val- 
ley, ch. 3.28; Hinsdale, ch. 
2.50; East Otto, ch. 40 cts.; 
Rushford, ch. 7; per Rev. 0. 
D., agent, 


[November, 


91.00 


72.00 


35.35 
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300.55 


63.52 


135.89 
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Buffalo Asso. 37.21; Strykers- 
ville, ch. 11.87; Amherst, 
ch. 2; Arcade, ch. 15.57; 
Eden, ch. 6.20; Sardinia, ch., 

F. M. Soc. 25; Springville, 
ch. 3.70; Wales, ch. 6; W. 
Falls and Colden, ch. 1.25; 
per Rev. 0. D., agent, 108.80 

Genesee River Asso., Castile, 
eh. 10.51; Pike, ch. 5.75; per 
Rev. 0. D., agent, 16.26 

Dutchess Asso., Rev. 8. L. Hol- 
man tr., per Rev. 0. D., 
agent, 8.45 

St. Lawrence Asso., Rev. J. M. 

Webb tr., per Rey. 0. D., 
agent, 31.02 

Chemung River Asso. 35,63; 
Elmira, lst ch. 4.58; Factory 
Village, ch. 5.50; Southport, 
eh. 11.50; Campbell and 
Ervin, ch. 11.50; Horse 
Heads, ch. 15; Hornelsville, 
ch. 2; Big Flatts, ch. 6.81; 
per Rey. O. D., agent, 92.52 

Wayne Asso. 28.10; Macedon, 
ch. 2; Ontario, ch. 4; Rose, 
ch. 5.52; Sodus, Ist ch. 1.50; 
Arcadia, ch. 25; per Rey. 0. 

D., agent, 66.12 

Essex and Champlain Asso., 

West Plattsburg, ch., per Rev. 


0. D., agent, 8.00 
Onondaga Asso., Elbridge, ch., 
per Rev. 0. D., agent, 25.00 


Ontario Asso., Benton, ch. 27- 

.65; Bristol, ch. 13; Canan- 

daigua, ch. 5; Middlesex, ch. 

2.50; per Rev. O. D., agent, 48.15 
Rensselaerville Asso., Preston 

Hollow, ch. 15; Greenville, 

ch. 5; per Rev. O. D., agent, 20.00 
Monroe Asso. 51.04; Brock- 

port, ch. 21; Rochester, Ger- 

man ch. 7; Penfield, ch. 37- 

.48; Ogden, ch. 31.50; Rush, 

ch. 5; Parma, 2nd ch. 10.50; 

Webster, ch. 9.75; Mumford, 

ch. 5; Perrington, ch. 9; Clif- 

ton, ch. 26.50; Hamlin, ch. 

10; Wheatland, ch. 26; 

Churchville, ch. 10.50; W. 

Henrietta, ch. 1; Rev. J. F. 

Bliss 5; per Rey. O. D. 


Donations. 


agent, ” 266.27 
— 1069.90 
New Jersey. 
Mt. Holley, ch., Miss. Soc., 
Miss Keziah Merritt tr., 33.84 


Central N. J. Asso., Weart’s 
Corners, ch., for Sgau Karen 
Scriptures, per Rev. J. French, 
agent, 5.0 


Pennsylvania. 


Tioga, ch., of wh. 16 is fr. Rev. 
G. P. Watrous, tow. sup. of 


a nat, pr., 22.15 
Abington Asso., Alvinzy Gard- 
ner tr., 15.10 


Montrose, Seth Mitchell 10; 
Alba, Rev. E. Loomis 32; per 
Rev. 0. Dodge, agent, 42.00 
Beaver Asso. 10.32; Providence, 


38.84 


Sab. Sch. 2.14; Sharon, ch. 
12; Unity, ch. 5; Muddy 
Creek, ch. 18.23; W. Salem, 
ch., of wh. 6,01 is fr. Sab. 
Sch., 8.76; Achor, ch. 22.50; 
Zoar, ch., of wh. 1.67 is fr. 
Sab. Sch., 11.67; Zion, ch., of 
wh. 4.18 is fr. Sab. Sch., 22- 
8%; New Castle, ch. 13.70; 
Valley, Union, Sab. Sch. 1; 
Mill Creek, ch. 2; West Green- 
ville, ch. 6.15; Vanport, ch. 
17; per Rev. J. French, 
agent, 153.35 
Monongahela Asso. 12.33; Mt. 
Pleasant, ch. 11; Mt. Moriah, 
ch. 6.60; Connellsville, ch. 
2.25; Uniontown, ch. 18.60; 
Turkey Foot, ch. 6; per Rev. 
J. F., agent, 56.78 
Ten Mile Asso., Jefferson, ch. 
7.05; Buffalo, ch. 8.25; Mt. 
Harmon, ch. 8.29; Pigeon 
Creek, ch. 6.88; Horse Shoe, 
ch. 6.50; Pursley, ch. 3; 
South Wheeling, ch. 6.25; 
E. Bethlehem, ch. 3.35; 
Pleasant Grove, ch. 8.55; 
Beulah, ch. 5.25; Enon, ch. 
3.50; Waynesburg, ch. 12; 
South Ten Mile, ch. 7.47; 
Bethlehem, ch. 18; per Rev. 
J. F., agent, 104.34 
Centre Asso. 23.46; Broad Top 
city, ch. 1; Stone Creek, ch. 
1; Spruce Creek, ch. 5.03; 
Patton township, ch. 1.10; 
Milesburg,ch. 11.12; Altoona, 
ch. 2.50; Johnstown, ch. 5; 
per Rev. J. F., agent, 50.21 
Tioga Asso. 7.48; East Sullivan, 
ch. 1; Sullivan, State Roads, 
ch. 1.33; Mansfield, ch. 9; 
W. Jackson 3.70; Jackson, 
Ist ch. 5.60; Covington, ch. 
6.08; Cherry Flats, ch. 25 
ets.; Charleston,ch. 1; Brown 
township, ch. 5; per Rev. J. 
F., agent, 40.44 
Pittsburg Asso., Monongahela 
city, ch., per Rey. J. F., 
agent, 1.00 
Northumberland Asso., Laporte, 
ch. 4; Rush, ch. 4.72; Sham- 
okin, ch. 3.83; Bloomsburg, 
Sab. Sch. 3.25; Moreland, ch. 
2.90; White Hall, ch. 1.50; 
Derry, ch. 3.38; Jersey Shore, 
ch. 5.12; White Deer, ch. 
2.12; per Rev. J. F., agent, 30.82 
Philadelphia Asso., Passyunk, 
ch. 5; Great Valley, ch. 16- 
.05; Philadelphia, 11th ch. 
34.76; W. Philadelphia, Ist 
ch, 70.39; Rev. A. W. Poole, 
colporteur of the Am. Bap. 
Pub. Soc., 5; per Rev. J. F., 
agent, 131.20 
Central Union Asso., Frank- 
ford, ch., Ladies, to sup. a fe- 
male Bible reader, Toungoo, 
Burmah, to be selected by 
Rev. Dr. Mason, 20; Radnor, 
ch. 91 cts.; per Rey. J. F., 
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agent, 


Illinois. 

Alton, Ist ch., R. Flagg tr., 
tow. sup. of Tha Oo, nat. pr., 
care Rey. H. L. Van Meter, 
Bassein, Burmah, 31.75; 
Sandwich, ch., for printing 
Karen Scriptures, 2.10; Green- 
ville, ch. 36; 

Bloomfield Asso., Goshen, ch., 
per Rey. 5. M. Osgood, agent, 

Carrollton Asso. 27.60; Berean, 
ch., Rev. Geo. Silver 1; Kane, 
ch., Wm. Brooks 1; Girard, 
ch., Mrs. C. Michaels 25 cts. ; 
Winchester, ch. 5; per Rev. 
8. M. 0., agent, 

Chicago Asso., Waukegan, ch., 
per Rev. 8. M. 0., agent, 

Illinois River East Asso. 16.93; 
Ei Paso, ch. 4; Minonk, ch. 
50 cts.; Tremont, ch., Rev. 
J. Meriam 5; per Rev. 8. M. 
0., agent, 

McLean Asso. 6.55; Hudson, 
ch. 11; Towanda, ch. 11.05; 
per Rey. 8. M. 0O., agent, 

Ottawa Asso., Sublette, ch. 4- 
-15; Granville, ch. 5; per 
Rey. 8. M. 0., agent, 

Rock Island Asso., Cordova, ch. 
30; Oxford, ch. 14.33; Gen- 
esee, ch. 5; Burns, ch. 3; 
Rock Island, Swede ch. 17- 
-50; per Rev. S. M. 0., 
agent, 


Indiana. 
Indianapolis, Widow’s mite 


Towa. 


Centre Point, Rebecca Groat 

Davenport Asso., Davenport, 
2nd ch., per Rev. S. M. Os- 
good, agent, 

Dubuque Asso., Dubuque, ch., 
C. Clement, per Rev. 5. M. 
0., agent, 


Michigan. 


St. Josephs River Asso., Dowa- 
giac, ch., per Rev. 8. M. Os- 
good, agent, 

Washtenaw Asso., Ann Arbor, 
ch., of wh. 5 is fr. Sab. Sch., 
tow. sup. of nat. pr., per Rev. 
S. M. O., agent, 

Alpine and Walker, ch. 11; 
Grand Rapids, lst ch. 6; 


Ohio. 


Painesville, ch., of wh. 16.15 is 
mon. con. and 1.85 fr. Sab. 


Caesars Creek Asso., per Rev. 
8. M. Osgood, agent, 

Columbus Asso. 14.61; McKean, 
ch., Mrs. Jane Parker 50 cts. ; 
per Rey. S. M. 0O., agent, 

Huron Asso. 18.23; Bronson, 


Donatvons. 


ch., Mrs. F. P. Hall 1; Au- 
burn, ch., R. Morse 3; No. 
Fairfield, ch. 12.50; Clinton, 


ch. 3; per Rev. 8. M. 0., agent, 


Lorain Asso., No. Amherst, ch. 
13.14; Henrietta, ch. 4.79; 
Camden, ch. 1; So. Amherst, 
ch., Mrs. Jane Axtell 1; per 
Rev. 5. M. O., agent, 

Mohican Asso. 10.45;  Provi- 
dence, ch. 21.50; per Rev. 5. 
M. O., agent, 

Mt. Vernon Asso, 22.29; Pros- 
pect, ch. 31,71; per Rev. 8. 
M. O., agent, 

Seneca Asso., per Rev. 8S. M. 
0., agent, 

Straight Creek Asso., per Rev. 
5. M. agent, 


Wisconsin. 


Dellona, Joseph W. Wood 

Dodge Asso. 2.95; Fox Lake, 
ch. 15.43; Manston, ch. 62 
cts.; Fall River, ch., Rev. 
James Jeffrey 1; New Lisbon, 
ch., Rev. H. C. Fuller and 
wife 2; per Rev. S. M. Os- 
good, agent, 

Lafayette Asso., 8.88; Argyle, 
ch., Rev. D. H. Palmer 1; E. 
Semons 1; Sab. Sch. at E. 
Wright's schoolhouse 1; Juda, 
ch. 2.25; Lima, ch., B. Shens- 
ton 2; Monticello Prairie, ch. 
5; per Rey. 8. M. O., agent, 


Kentucky. 


Louisville, G. W. W., Co. D., 
36th Regt. Ill. Vol., a sol- 
dier’s Free Will Offering, 


Missouri. 


St. Louis, Western German Bap. 
Miss. Asso. 


Legacies. 


Shaftsbury, Vt., Nathan H. 
Bottum, per Norman Bot- 
tum Exr., 

Southbridge, Ms., Holdridge 
Ammidown, per R. H. Cole, 


xr, 

West Medway, Mrs. Mary E. 
Arnold in part, per Rev. E. 
C. Messinger, Exr., 

Danby, N. Y., Miss Adeline E. 
Wadham, per Henry Yaples, 
Exr., 

Rushford, N. Y., James McCall, 
per J. N. McCall, Exr., 

Radnor, O., John A. Cox, James 
Cox, Exr., per Rev. S. M. Os- 
good, agent, 


791 


[ November, 1862. 


37.73 


19.93 


31.95 


5.40 


10.00 
-— 198.12 


6.00 


22.00 


21.13 
— 49.13 


50.00 
$3,771.42 


20.00 


600.(0 


50.00 


55.60 


400.00 


50.00 
——1175.60 
$4,947.02 


Total from April 1 to Sept. 30, 1862, $20,- 
06. 


69.88 
| 
7.00 
# 
64.00 
‘ 
26.43 
28.60 
9.15 
4 
69.83 
—— 252.59 
6.00 
-00 
— 1200 
20.00 
17.00 
Sch., 18.00 
6.00 
_&§ 


